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U.S. Dollar’s ‘Monetary Imperialism’ Criticized 
BRO0704134695 Paris LE FIGARO in French 7 Apr 95 p 1 


[Article by Antoine Pierre Mariano: “The Dollar— 
Monetary Imperialism”} 


{[FBIS Translated Text] For the last two months, the 
trading rooms have been reporting the same thing: The 
dollar has hit a new record low. Yesterday in Paris, it was 
being traded at just 4.77 francs. 


The world looks on, powerless, as this erosion continues. 
If it does not stop soon, it could trigger a chain reaction 
of economic catastrophes. 


It is stripping the world’s foreign exchanges of all sin- 
cerity. It is putting a brake on growth in countries whose 
currencies are extremely overvalued. It is destabilizing 
weak currencies. It is reducing the resources of raw 
materials exporters who often operate in poor countries. 


If a currency depreciates in value, it is because people's 
fingers are getting burned. In other words, people who 
own the currency have lost confidence in the underlying 
policies. Consequently, the dollar is currently paying the 
price for the vast American debt, the chronic U.S. budget 
deficit, and the growing uncertainty surrounding the 
country’s determination to maintain budgetary rigor. 


To halt the slide of a currency, you first have to correct 
the imbalances that caused it to fall in the first place. 
While you wait for the corrective measures to take effect, 
short-term remedies need to be applied—you hike 
interest rates (to attract foreign capital) and you appeal 
for help. Consequently, the European central banks and 
the Bank of Japan are all buying the dollar to increase its 
value. The treatment is not working, but that is not its 
aim. The aim is to show political will. 


A new pointer of the current monetary crisis is the fact 
that the United States’ partners are finding this mone- 
tary imperialism by the dollar increasingly hard to take. 
The Germans, who have been extremely understanding 
with regard to Washington's monetary policy have now 
voiced their discontent. German Finance Minister Theo 
Waigel said: “The aim of cooperation between the G-7 
countries is not to correct national negligence by asking 
the others to make concessions. Stability begins at 
home.” In other words: “Americans, lick your economy 
into shape.” 


Germany's firmness, however, stops short of action. For 
exanple. on occasion, Bonn could have demanded an 
acceleration in the process toward a single European 
currency, which could then protect Europe from the side 
effects of the dollar crisis and rebalance a failing inter- 
national monetary system. Instead, the powerful 
Bundesbank president reiterated his skepticism about 
the possibility of meeting the deadlines (1997 at the 
earliest) laid out by the Maastricht Treaty for the cre- 
ation of a single currency. 
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In France, too, the presidential candidates—with the 
exception of Edouard Balladur who wants to stick to 
1997—are showing rare prudence with regard to the date 
for introducing a single currency. It is hard to imagine a 
better way of preparing European public opinion for the 
postponement of the birth of the ECU. 


Now, we can be sure of just one thing: for some time to 
come, the world will have to live with a ruleless, lawless 
monetary system. That means a storm could blow up 
from one day to the next, carrying off everything in its 
wake. We must be strong to resist. Thus, those who will 
soon be entrusted with governing France would be 
well-advised to be prudent in their commitments and 
sparing with their promises. 


Ministers Fail To Agree in Fishing Dispute With 
Canada 


AU1004 100895 Paris AFP in English 0955 GMT 10 Apr 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Luxembourg, April 10 (AFP)}— 
EU foreign ministers on Monday [10 April] abandoned 
attempts to agree on a draft deal designed to resolve the 
row with Canada over fishing rights in the north 
Atlantic. 


Officials said the ministers had asked the commission to 
resume negotiations in a bid to break the deadlock over 
how to share out restricted stocks of Greenland halibut 
in waters off Canada. 


A draft deal agreed by the commission and Canada last 
week envisaged Canada and the EU each having 10.000 
tonnes of the 27,000 tonnes limit piaced on 1995 catches 
of the species by the Northwest Atlantic Fisheries Organ- 
isation (NAFO), which regulates fishing in the area. 


Major Speaks Out Against Rekindling War in 
Bosnia 


LD1004095895 London PRESS ASSOCIATION in 
English 0920 GMT 10 Apr 95 


[By Sarah Womack, Political Correspondent, PA News] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] John Major stressed today that 
no side in the Bosnian conflict would be a winner if they 
rekindled all-out war. 


“No responsible leader should choose such a course. War 
will not produce a settlement,” the Prime Minister said 
in a speech to the annual mecting of the European Bank 
for Reconstruction and Development [EBRD] in 
London. 


His comments came after Nato jets roared over Sarajevo 
in a show of force following the Serb mortar bomb attack 
on the city centre last night, killing three people and 
wounding seven others in the Bosnian capital. 


The mortar attacks were in apparent violation of a 
United Nations ban, backed by the threat of Nato air 
strikes, on big guns within a 20 km radius of the city. 
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They put pressure on the UN mission in Bosnia which 
has been reluctant to call in air power, fearing retaliation 


against its lightly-armed peacekeeping troops. 


UN peacekeeping officers asked for the Nato response 
after the security situation deterioriated sharply over the 
weekend, with besieging Serb forces firing on civilian 
targets and a relief plane, forcing the closure of the 
UN-operated airport. 


Mr Major said the five-nation Contact Group had pro- 
posed the basis for a peaceful settlement. “The Bosnian 
Government are ready to negotiate on this basis, but the 
Bosnian Serbs have so far set their face against the 
Contact Group's proposals. 


“While they refuse to negotiate, they will remain under 
sanctions and in self-imposed isolation. However hard 
the task, the Contact Group should continue its efforts 
and pressure to encourage direct negotiatio..s between 
the Bosnian parties, because the alternatives are bleak.” 
He said parties to the Bosnian conflict were literally 
playing with fire. “If they rekindle all-out war, I do not 
believe that any of the participants can make lasting 
gains.” 


On financial matters, Mr Major said that in 18 months 
the clear and strong leadership of the Bank's new presi- 
dent, Jacques de Larosiere, had transformed it, redi- 
rected its activities and restored confidence in it. 
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“We have seen a large growth in efficiency and signifi- 
cant savings in overheads and administrative costs,” he 
said. 

“Nearly three-quarters of the EBRD's commitments last 
year were in the private sector, it has moved into profit 
and has spread its representation and the reach of its 
projects. 

“In short, the EBRD us now doing what it was set up to 
do. It is playing a large part in helping countries to 
emerge from the ruins of communism ... (and) deserves 
its share of the credit.” 


Mr Major added that it was particularly important to 
Eastern countries in transition that the West should onen 
its markets. “Closed markets and closed minds would be 
to miss an historic opportunity to bring our Continent 
together,” he said. 


Referring to the “renewed, reinvigorated” transatlantic 
partnership he discussed with President Clinton in 
Washington last week, Mr Major said: “I believe there 1s 
no more important objective in the years immediately 
ahead than to extend prosperity and free markets, secu- 
rity and stability from West to East.” It was vital to 
ensure that no no new dividing lines were drawn on the 
map of Europe. “We want no economic iron curtains 
across any part of our Continent.” 


The further freeing of trade should continue apace. “One 
by one, we should tackle the many non-tariff barriers 
which still abound,” said the Prime Minister. 
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Turkey's Inonu: France Sees Action as 
Self-Defense 

TA0704190095 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1700 GMT 7 Apr 95 


[Interview with Foreign Minister Erdal Inonu by 
Mehmet Emin Gul in Paris on 7 April—recorded] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] [Gul] In reply to our question, 
Foreign Minister Erdal Inonu said that the matter of 
German- and French-made weapons seized in the sepa- 
ratist terrorist organization camps in northern Iraq was 
discussed during the meeting with French Defense Min- 
ister Francois Leotard. According to Inonu, Leotard 
noted that the PKK [Workers Party of Kurdistan] could 
have acquired these weapons from the Iraqi Army. 
Inonu assessed his contacts in France for TRT and 
answered our questions. 


[Inonu] In all my contacts, I saw that the French author- 
ities have realized that the Turkish operation in northern 
Iraq was launched to protect and defend ourselves. | 
supplied them with some information, but | noticed that 
the French Government accepts that we have the right to 
protect our citizens against terrorism and that this is how 
it interprets the current operation. 


We discussed with the French state minister what must 
be done for the European Parliament to approve the 
Customs Union agreement. As you know, the European 
Parliament adopted a very negative decision. Although 
this decision is not binding on the sides, it creates the 
impression that the European Parliament does not 
intend to approve our membership in the Customs 
Union under the current circumstances. This must be 
changed. We exchanged views on this matter. Therefore, 
I believe that the talks were very fruitful. 


We must exert efforts to convince the Europeans as part 
of the moves we should undertake in a bid to change the 
attitude of the European Parliament. Moreover, we must 
register progress with regard to our democratization 
package, as our citizens expect of us. We must work for 
this. 


[Gul] Did the French authorities focus on the democra- 
tization package rather than the northern Iraq opera- 
tion? 

{Inonu] What we mean by democratization consists of 
eliminating certain inadequacies of the past. Naturally, 
they realize that the operation in northern Iraq is tem- 
porary; therefore, it will not have a permanent impact. It 
is something we undertook in order to protect ourselves. 
As far as I can see, it is not the point of focus among 
statesmen. 


[Gul] Did the French ministers, like the Germans, also 
demand a definite date for the withdrawal of Turkey's 
forces from northern Iraq? 


[Inonu] No. Actually, Germany did not demand a defi- 
nite date either, but we were asked to leave quickly. This 
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is well and good, but the hideouts and camps used 
against Turkey must be cleaned up. This is not some- 
thing that will take a long time. Therefore, I told them 
that we will withdraw soon. 


Says European Parliament To Act Fairly 


TA0904 184495 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1700 GMT 9 Apr 95 


[Video report by Mehmet Emin Gul in St. Martins} 


[FBIS Translated Text] Foreign Minister Erdal Inonu 
has ended his contacts in France, the last leg of his tour 
aimed at explaining Turkey's operation against the PKK 
[Workers Party of Kurdistan] in northern Iraq. 


The Mediterranean Cooperation Forum which began in 
St. Martins yeste-day ended today. In a statement to the 
press after the meeting, Foreign Minister Inonu said that 
it is essential to persuade the European Parliament in 
connection with the Customs Union [CU]. He said that 
for this, Turkey must explain that democratic develop- 
ment, the antiterrorist struggle, and the CU are in the 
interests of everyone, as much as it is in Turkey's. He 
expressed the belief that the European Parliament will 
act fairly toward Turkey sooner or later. He pointed out 
that the Turkish people have been waiting for years for 
Turkey to succeed in its democratic development, and 
that it is wrong to believe that Turkey's democratic 
development is the result of the pressure of the European 
Parliament. 


In St. Martins, Inonu held bilateral talks with his col- 
leagues who attended the forum. He met with the 
French, Spanish, and Italian foreign ministers. He later 
said that at his meetings, he discussed the CU as well as 
the cross-border operation. Inonu pointed out that the 
ministers told him that the operation should not last long 
and that Turkey should not create the impression that it 
will remain in northern Iraq. He said that he told his 
colleagues that the operation is restricted in aim and 
duration. He added: I told them that it is as abnormal for 
a country to carry out a cross-border operation as it 1s for 
a country to have an authority vacuum, and that the 
main point to criticize is the issue of how this authority 
vacuum was created in the first place. 


At a joint news conference held later, Inonu stressed that 
Turkey will continue to extend humanitarian aid, which 
is of vital importance to the people in northern Iraq. 


Netherlands Minister To Urge EU Action Against 
Turkey 

BRO704140095 Amsterdam DE VOLKSKRANT in 
Dutch 7 Apr 95 p 6 


[Unattributed report: “EU Support for Reaction Against 
Turkey Fails To Come™} 


[FBIS T-anslated Excerpt} So far, only the Netherlands 
and Germany have reacted to Turkey's invasion of 
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northern Iraq and have suspended arms exports to 
Turkey. Foreign Minister Van Mierlo in the Second 
Chamber on Thursday [7 April] said the Netherlands 1s 
doing even more than Germany. No consensus, how- 
ever, can be reached within the EU or at NATO to check 
arms exports to Turkey. 


The Green-Left party, the SP [Socialist Party], and to a 
lesser extent the PvdA [Labor Party] urged Van Mierlo 
to put more pressure on Ankara to stop its invasion of 
northern Iraq to eliminate the terrorist Kurdish PKK 
[Workers Party of Kurdistan] movement. Van Mierlo 
said he could not do much more. On Monday, this issue 
will be discussed at EU level. Van Mierlo said he will 
again insist on tough measures against NATO partner 
Turkey. 


Van Mierlo said he had been the first EU minister to 
summon the Turkish ambassador after the invasion. The 
Netherlands has already asked, three times, to send a 
mission to Turkey within the scope of the Organization 
for Security and Cooperation in Europe, but it was 
supported only by three countries, including one NATO 
member. According to the minister, “this is indicative of 
the low level of preparedness to do anything.” 


The Netherlands Government has decided not to grant 
any new arms export licenses and has suspended its 
military aid. The German Government also has sus- 
pended its military aid to Turkey. but the Germans have 
not stopped regular commercial exports. [passage 
omitted] 


Mock Ties Slovakia EU Membership to 
Mochovce Plant 


AU1004112795 Vienna Ocesterreich Eins Radio Network 
in German 1000 GMT 10 Apr 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Austria is linking Slovakia’s 
possible admission to the EU with the issue of the 
controversial Mochovce nuclear power plant. At the EU 
foreign ministers’ meeting in Luxembourg. Alois Mock 
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said that a country that does not comply with the 
relevant nuclear safety regulations cannot be admitted to 
the EU. Adherence to these safety conditions 1s a pre- 
requisite for EU membership, Mock stressed. Austria 
demands that the Mochovce nuclear power plant either 
not be completed or be equipped to the highest safety 
standards. 


The representatives of the six associated East European 
countries are also participating in the foreign ministers’ 
meeting. 


Germany's Rexrodt Expects 3-Speed Money 
System 


LDO904 115195 


[FBIS Editonal Report} London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English at 1130 GMT on 9 April carries a 750-word 
report by PA news correspondent Geoff Meade on a 
meeting of EU ministers held in Versailles to discuss the 
size, shape, denomination and name of Europe's single 
currency. The ministers also discuss whether to have 
notes and coins and what embiems will be on them 


Concluding the report, German Economics Minister 
Guenther Rexrodt says that he cannot imagine enough 
countries will be able to meet the Maastricht Treaty's 
criteria for monetary union by 1997. He also warns that 
when it does start, two or three speeds seem certain. The 
report says that, speaking on BBC2's “Money Program” 
tonight, Rexrodt says he believes Europe will achieve 
monetary union in different stages. 


“I have difficulties to understand that all European 
countries could enter the European Monetary Union in 
the first step,” he says. “There should be, there must be 
for my understanding, two or three speeds.” 


In conclusion, Rexrodt also admits that most Germans 
are against monetary union. 


“In general | would say you can describe that German 
people are against monctary union.” 
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Parliament Clears Way for NATO's Claes To Face 


AU0704 171195 Paris AFP in English 1645 GMT 7 Apr 95 


[By Angus MacKinnon] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Brussels, April 7 (AFP}— 
Belgium's Parliament on Friday [7 April] cleared the way 
for NATO chief Willy Claes to be questioned by judicial 
authorities investigating a bribes scandal, dating from 
his time as the country's finance minister. 

The lower house voted by an overwhelming majority of 
187 to 16, with one abstention, to approve a special 
parliamentary commission's recommendation that there 
were legitimate grounds for Claes and two other former 
ministers to be quizzed. The parliament's two-and-a half 
hour discussions were held in closed session. 


The decision, made after an application through Bel- 
gium’s highest court, gives the examining magistrate in 
the case, Veronique Ancia, the right to interrogate Clae:, 
former Defence Minister Guy Coeme and former Inte- 
rior Minister Louis Tobback. 

The commission revealed that the judges want to talk to 
the three men in connection with contracts won by 
Italian defence group Agusta and France's Dassault 
Industries. 


They can also be confronted with other witnesses, have 
their offices searched and be forced to surrender relevant 
documents. 


But any move to indict them requires a fresh application 
to parliament which cannot now take place until it 
resumes sitting at the end of May after elections on May 
21. 


Claes has vigorously protested his innocence. He has 
insisted he will not bow to pressure to step down and has 
been strongly backed by NATO governments. particu- 
larly the United States. 


That support could fade away very quickly however if 
there are any more revelations that Claes knew more 
than he has already admitted about bribes allegedly paid 
to his Flemish Socialist Party to win defence contracts in 
1988 and 1989. 


Former Agusta chairman Roberto Alessandro told the 
examining magistrate last July that the company had 
paid 1.8 million dollars in 1988 to win a 225- 
million-dollar contract to supply 46 helicopters to the 
Belgian Army. 

Dassault denies allegations that it paid two million 
dollars to win a 220-million dollar contract to supply 
anti-radar equipment to airforce F-16 jets. 


BELGIUM 5 


Claes and Coeme were closely involved in both decisions 
but they deny being aware of any moncy changing hands. 


Former party treasurer Etienne Mange has admitted 
taking the bribes, which were channelled through secret 
Swiss bank accounts. 


Coeme was forced to resign from government in Jatiwary 
last year after being indicted on corruption charges 
connected to the Agusta bid. In his case the application 
for parliamentary approval referred only to the Dassault 
deal. 


In the case of Claes, the application referred to a mecting 
on January 19, 1989 where M--ge informed Claes, 
Tobback and the then- party president Frank Vanden- 
broucke of the Agusta approach. 


Claes, who acknowledged this week that he had been 
guilty of an “error of judgement” by not acting on what 
Mange had told him, admitted on February 22 the 
meeting had taken place, having denied it earlier the 
same day. 


Twenty-four hours earlier he had given NATO ambassa- 
dors his “word of honour” he had no skeletons in the 


cupboard. 


This embarassing U-turn raised cye-brows at NATO 
headquarters but there was no move to force him out. 


NATO is currently faced with huge problems: building 
bridges with Russia, developing a new strategy for the 
Mediterranean and the Islamic world, planning a poten- 
tial withdrawal of UN troops from the former Yugo- 
slavia. 


In dealing with all these, Claes 1s generally seen to have 
done a good jcb as secretary-general, despite a major 
gaffe when he produced an ill-judged apocalyptic 
warning that Islamic fundamentalisr. was as big a threat 
as Soviet communism. 


Given this, the NATO countries are reluctant to embark 
on the process of choosing a successor unless they are 
forced to. “We simply cannot afford another period with 
an empty chair where we should have a secretary- 
general,” one diplomat commented recently. 


The alliance was without a leader for much of 1994 as 
Claes’s predecssor Manfred Woerner battled terminal 
cancer and the allies squabbied over his successor. 


Figures mentioned as possible successors should Claes be 
forced to step down include British Foreign Secretary 
Douglas Hurd, German Defence Minister Volker Ruche, 
former Dutch premier Ruud Lubbers and Lord Owen, 
the European Union's mediator in former Yugoslavia. 
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Leaked IRA Paper Reveals Secret Peace Strategy 
LD0904181195 London THE SUNDAY TIMES in 
English 9 Apr 95 p 2 


[Article by Liam Clarke] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text} An internal IRA policy paper 
admits the terrorist group called its ceasefire last August 
after realizing it could not achieve its arms unaided. 


The paper, thought to have been drawn up around the 
time of the ceasefire, says the IRA's objectives in halting 
its Campaign were to promote nationalist unity, expose 
British intransigence and “heighten the contradictions 
between British Unionism and Ulster lovalism.” 


It was passed to THE SUNDAY TIMES by Michael 
McGuapsey, a senior Unionist, who said he was confi- 
dent of its authenticity. Although THE SUNDAY 
TIMES could not confirm it was genuine. security 
sources said such papers were presented to IRA meetings 
while the ceasefire was under debate. 


The document is understood to have explained the 
leadership's plans for “Tuas” (the unarmed strategy) to 
its volunteers. It does not rule out a return to violence: It 
1s vital that activists realize the struggle 1s not over. 
Another front has opened up and we should have the 
confidence and put in the effort to succeed on that front. 


The paper says goals are still to build a “united 32- 
county democratic socialist republic.” However, the 
ceasefire is based on the “logic that republicans at this 
tome and on their own do not have the strength to 
achieve the end goal.” 


The new strategy 1s to build a powerful political block 
consisting of Sinn Fei—its political wing—the Dublin 
government and the Irish-American lobby. The IRA 
believes these groups share a corsen us on “basic repub- 
lican principles” including British withdrawal from 
Ulster and the removal of the Irish border 


It adds that the time is right to lay down arms because of 
the strength of John Hume, leader of the Social and 
Democratic Labor Party, and because Bill Clinton 1s 
“perhaps the first U.S. President im decades” to be 
substantially influenced by the Irish-American lobby. 


The paper gives an insight into IRA thinking as i 
prepares to review the ceasefire. The IRA 1s now consid- 
ering the new strategy, and its decisions will determine 
whether British ministers meet Sinn Fein 


UNITED KINGDOM 
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Sinn Fein Denies Knowledge of Plot To Kill 
Adams 


LDO904170195 London PRESS ASSOCIATION in 
English 1045 GMT 9 Apr 95 


[By political correspondent Sian Clare, PA News] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Sinn Fein today denied all 
knowledge of an alleged plot by IRA hardliners to 
assassinate party president Gerry Adams which was 
reportedly foiled by MIS 


Mitche! McLaughlin, Sinn Fein's northern chairman, 
also denied there were any splits between the party and 
the IRA. 


“These stones are always difficult to source and | think 
this may well turn out to be one of those fanciful stones 
that generate column inches,” he said. 


Today's OBSERVER newspaper reports that security 
forces in Ulster clam 712A members in South Armagh, 
angry over the ceasefire and the peace process, had 
planned to shoot the Sinn Fein leader in January. 


It quotes a source with “high-level security links” in 
Belfast and London as saying that security service con- 
tacts in Ulster had stated that an operation to save Mr 
Adams had taken place 


The source 1s quoted saying “A faction of IRA people in 
South Armagh had been determined to wipe Adams out 
because they thought he was leading them nowhere. The 
thing was uncovered and dealt with.” 


Allegedly the would-be killers were tackled as they were 
on their way to the murder spot. 


Elsewhere, mn his interview on GMTV's Sunday [9 April] 
Programme Mr McLaughlin challenged Mr Major to end 
the “prevarication™ over talks with Sinn Fein at minis- 
terial level 


“We beleve that he 1s in fact a damaged leader. The 
question 1s whether he recognises the historic opportu- 
nity that he has to create peace in Ireland.” he said 


“The question really to John Major at a personal level is 
whether he wants to go down in history as the British 
Prime Minister who cracks the ... problem of conflict in 
Ireland, or mm fact if he wants to go down in history as the 
man who left the circus to become a clown.” 
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Editorial: Current Situation in Washington 
Politics 


AU 1004105795 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 10 Apr 95 p 1 


[Editorial by Leo Wieland: “Extra With a Veto Right™] 


[FBIS Translated Text} President Clinton still has avs Aw 
Force One aircraft and the nuclear button briefcuse, and 
he is still supreme commander of the most powerful 
armed forces in the world. Last week, he traveled to 
Haiti, the site of his—thanks to Jimmy Carter—hitherto 
greatest success in foreign policy. Next month, he 1s 
planning to see Yeltsin in the Kremiin. Since the election 
victory of the Republicans in November and the constit- 
went session of the new Congress in January, however, in 
practical U.S. polrtics, the head of the U.S. Administra- 
tion is hardiy anything but an extra with a veto mght 
now. The shrunken figure of the man and his office are 
striking. This ts also true compared to his two predeces- 
sors, Reagan and Bush, who also had to hold their own 
against opposition majorities in Capitol. 

Without the East-West conflict and major crises in other 
countnes—the Balkans, North Korea, Iran, and Iraq are 
currently beneath Washington's stimulus threshold—the 
White House has almost become desolate. The represen- 
tatives of the White House Press Corps. notorious for 
their self-esteem, who tend to follow each of the Presi- 
dent's steps. are either bored or entertaining themselves 
with the trial of football star O.J. Simpson on television. 
Where things really happen now is at the other end of 
Pennsylvania Avenue, where Newt Gingrich. “speaker” 
of the House of Representatives. attracts more attention 
and flashlights than any other politician 


For the “counterpresident™ on Capitol Hill, the first 100 
days will be over this week. He and the Republicans used 
this short spell to tackle an ambitious program under the 
title “Pact With America.” “Lackadaisical” Congress, so 
disparaged in the past, has become a bustling second 
center of power within a quarter of a year. The center has 
noticeably moved to the nght. especially under the 
aspect of changes of the socio-political course. Contro- 
versial issues—from the welfare state 10 minority quotas 
(affirmative action) and tax cuts—-everything is being 
discussed and decided under new signs. 


With great publicity, the Republicans managed to “tick 
off” one point afier the other on their pact list. They 
even succeeded in strengthening the President's 
authority in the sense that, in the future, the “line item 
veto” will permit him to eliminate parts of the budget 
without having to accept or reject all of it. However, the 
Republicans failed with two initiatives to supplement 
the Constitution. They neither managed to incorperate 
the obligation to achieve a balanced budget im their 
Constitution nor to implement a limitation of the term 
of © and senators. In line with its task as 
defined by the founding fathers, Senate has slowed down 
the power and the steam of the reformers in the House. 
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By and large, however. for the first time mn along pd, 
many Americans have the feeling again that something ts 
moving in their political system, maybe even in favor of 
the strained middie class 


The improvement im the reputation of Congress 1s 
reflected in fnendly poll results. Yet, these have not had 
an effect on the main actor, Gingrich. His “negative 
ratings” are higher than the positive voices and signifi- 
cantly less favorable than the President's. The Demo- 
cratec minorities in Capitol have not managed to gain a 
strong image as a credible or even only vagucly unied 
opposition. Nevertheless. they managed to demonize the 
speaker, who likes to talk too much and to aggressively, 
as a sort of evil “Uncle Scrooge McDuck [cartoon 
character],” who wants to slaughter all ilegistimate chil- 
dren in orphanages and deprive students of the govern- 
ment-funded bread-and-butter 


In reality, the Republicans are doing nothing of the sort. 
They are not cutteng holes into the social network with 
chain saws but, on the contrary. they are trying to 
contam the constantly rising social costs, something in 
which the governments and parliaments of other indus- 
tnalized nations with excessive taxes and debts have 
only been partly successful. As far as contents are con- 
cerned, Clinton, who became President as a “new Dem- 
ocrat™ with exactly such plans until he dissipated his 
energies with minor rssucs of got host mn the labyrinths of 
bureaucracy (health reform), can live with large sectrons 
of the Republican agenda. Besides, with his veto mght, he 
can prevent what he regards as exaggerated, such as the 
stupid attempt to cancel even the modest conditions for 
the acquisition of firearms (Brady Bill) 


Since the Americans are secing less of ther President, 
who was hyperactive but not very effective during the 
first two years of his presidency, his popularity has 
astonishingly stabilized. About the same 43 percent of 
voters who supported him are, by and large. satisfied 
with hes work. The wide range of Republican challengers 
does not yet have too many admirers, mainly for reasons 
of lacking charisma. One and a half year before the next 
presidential election, the “Grand Old Party” 1s changing 
the political and social landscape of the United States in 
many respects. However, this 1s not at al! yet a guaranice 
for their victory. Should Clinton prove his worth im the 
role as a moderator with yudgment «..0 1s making sure 
that the Republicans are rc. going too far im their 
conservative zeal for reform, ihen he might eventually 
even be reclected 


Kinkel Criticizes Russia's Threat To Fad 
Disarmament 


LDORO408 1195 Berlin DDP/ADN in German 01 48 
GMT & Apr 9S 


{[FBIS Transiated Text] Hamburg (DDP/ADN)— 
Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel has warned Russia 
against carrying out its threat to end disarmament. This 
will mean an end to cooperation with the West to date 
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“also in ciher areas,” Kinkel told the news magazine 
DER SPIEGEL. He was responding to statements by the 
Russian Defense Minister Pavel Grachev who has 
threatened that Russia might abandon the reduction of 
conventional weapons agreed in 1990 in the event that 
NATO expands castward. 


Kinkel stressed that Russia 1s naturals }© be included in 
the building of a new security archriseiw:y on Europe. He 
said that was why NATO wants to offer ® «sia “a special 
relationship, a long-term strategic po cetship.” For 
example, consultation mechanisms, nisi! “¢ wer. SON 
of the use of force, new disarmament prope: anc pont 
peace missions could be agreed in a chartei. ny sand. 


Kinkel no longer ruled out the later admission of Russ:a 
to the Western defense alliance However, he said this 
Question was “not on the agerida at the moment™ and 
therefore did not have to be decided. 


Iranian Ambassador Calls 
\ Espionage Report 


LDO704162895 Tehran IRNA in English 1533 GMT 

7 Apr 9S 

{FBIS Transcribed Text} Bonn. April 7, IRNA—Iran’s 
Ambassador to Germany Seyyed Hoseyn Musavian here 
today in meeting with German Deputy Intenor Minister 
Kurt Schelter, called baseless and condemned a report by 
the German Department for the Constitutional Protec- 
tion alleging that Iranians in Germany are busy in 
espionage activities. 

In the meeting, Musavian dismissed the whole contents 
of the said report and expressed the readiness of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran for showing the neccessary 
documents and evidence in order to prove that the 
report was thoroughly baseless. 

Schelter referred to the eood relations between the two 
countries and announced his satisfaction over the two 
sides cooperation for removing the existing ambigurtees 


Musavian also voiced Iranian readiness for cooperation 
with Germany in the area of campaign vgainst trafficking 
of the narcotics. He said the United Nations has repeat- 
edly called the Iranian campaign against trafficking of 
the narcotics as “very important” and “fundamental” 


In 1992 the German Department for the Constitutional 
Protection prepared a report in which it was alleged that 
the Iranian organizations and companies in Germany 
are busy in espionage activities by monitoring the activ- 
ities of the opposition and also are busy in purchasing 
military weapons. 


Kinkel Interviewed on Role in Balkan Crisis, EU 
AU0714 204695 Skopje PULS in Macedoman * Apr 96 
pp 7-9 


Exclusive” interview with German Foreign Minister 

Kinkel, by Mirka Velinovska and Eleonora Karan- 

filovska, place and date not given: “Germany Is Not a 
Superpower”) 


FBIS-WEL -95-068 
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[FBIS Translated Excerpt] [Passage omitted] [PULS] 
Mr. Kinkel, Germany 1s undoubtedly an cconomuac and 
political superpower. Nevertheless, we think that there 1s 
a discrepancy between Germany's economic power and 
its political influence. What ts your opinion about this? 


[Kinkel] I do not share the opinion that 1s basically 
contained im your question. It is wrong to impose an 
equivalence between the economic power on one side 
and political power on the other. Germany 1s not a 
superpower and nobody in my country has such preten- 
SIONS. 


1, as the minister of foreign affairs, am doing my best for 
Germany, after its unification, to reach the forcign 
political balance that our closest alles have. This 1s nota 
question of a greater political influence o7 leadership, 
but to enable the united Germany undertake its assign- 
ments in the international community with all its mghts 
and duties. 


[PULS] Although Germ.:.y and France are considered 
to be the driving force of the European integration, 1 
seems that your allies are afrand of German power and 
influence. There are recurring remarks that Germany 
tends to become a leader in Europe. 


[Kinkel] Let me repeat: In Germany, | do not know of 
any political party or force that pledges a German 
leadership in Europe. On the contrary, Germany and 
France together make the driving force that moves 
European integration. Integration means the association 
of essential political segments, as well as association in 
foreign and security policy. It 1s exactly om this field that 
we support, in the European bodies. a transition from 
the principle of consensus to decision making through 
the majority of votes. This certainly includes the willing- 
ness to accept the decisions of the majority even if i 15 
against one’s own view. This principle 1s the opposite of 
an aspiration to leadersh:p. 


[PULS] US. President Bill Clinton marked Germany as 
one of his most important partners in Europe. and by 
doing thes he suggested that Germany has the leading 
role in Europe. Some of your partners were dissatisfied 
with thes. How do you assess your present relations with 
the United States” 


[Kinkel] A close partnership with the United States 1s of 
vital interest for Germany, as well as close relations with 
France and Poland, our biggest neighbors. Germany 
owes a lot to the United States, and the US. support for 
the German unification process was decisive. The rela- 
tions between Germany and the United States are good. 
In order to keep them this way, we have to take good 
care. In the long term, this is of part*cular importance for 
the most significant fields: Culture, science, and human 
relations. The transatlantic dialogue must not be 
restricted to politicians and officials. Future ideological 
leaders im the transatlantic relations can be achicved 
only with an intensified exchange of young people—first 
of all in the field of ideology. This means that it is not a 
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matter of a new form of transatlantic partnership, but of 
solving concrete problems of the entire range of prob- 
lems that Europe and the United States can only solve 
jointly. 


[PULS] With the goal of establrshing a security balance. 
Germany supports Russian political and economic inte- 
gration into the European structures. Regarding the 
imperceptible future course of political events in Russ’a, 
this is a difficult task for you and for your country. How 
do you assess your relations with Moscow? 


[Kinkel] Germany ts among those countries that are 
supporting the Russian reforms in the political and the 
economic spheres most intensively. In thes relation, the 
creed of the German foreign policy ts as follows 
Speaking in the long term. Western Europe will only be 
prosperous if the states in Central and Eastern Europe 
reach economic prosperity and political stability. In this 
context, Russia has the key role. That is why I am going 
to support its inclusion im the European securnty institu- 
tions persistently. 


Al the last meeting of the EU foreign ministers, my 
suggestion for developing special links between NATO 
and Russia, a kind of a charter for cooperation, was 
accepted. However, the Russian Government must first 
solve the horrible situation im Chechnya and respect 
human nghts, the nghts of the nationalities, and the 
OSCE [Organization on Security and Cooperation im 
Europe] principles. 


[PULS] The FRG played a “role in the shade” im the 
events in the former Yugoslavia. The German view 
regarding the Balkan issucs looks like “active absence ~ 
How do you explain this” 


[Kinkel] | have to contradict you. According to its 
importance and its responsibility for European security. 
Germany has, from the very outset, played a leading role 
in the search for peaceful solutions to che Yugoslav 
conflict. From ihe very beginning, Germany has been 
engaged in the International Conference for Yugoslavia. 
it has participated in EU observer missions, as well as in 
the control of the sanctions against the “Federal 
Republic of Yugoslavia.” Germany has played host to 
over 400,000 refugees from the civil war in former 
Yugoslavia, which ts much more than any other Euro- 
pean country. Germany appornted Hans Koschnrk as the 
EU administrator in Mostar 


Today, Germany ts a member of the Contact Group that 
is Currently doing its best to prevent another ignition of 
the war throughout Bosmia Within the framework of the 
Contact Group and as a member of the UN Security 
Council, Germany has taken an active part im the prep- 
aration of new UN mandates for Bosnia-Herzegovina. 
Croatia, and the Form + Yugoslav Republic of Mace- 
donia. Moreover, the Federal Government is particu. 
larly engaged in the strengthening of the Bosnian- 
Croatian federation. You see, Germany acts as a creative 
force in the efforts for a peaceful solution mn the regron in 
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alliance with others, as well as depending on tts poss: bul- 
thes for influence over some of the sides in conflict 


[PULS] During the breakup of the former Yugoslavia. 
the FRG, in principle. supported the peoples’ mght to 
seif-determination. Germany was the first countn to 
send diplomatic representatives to the Repubdixn of 
Macedoma. The Republic of Macedonia went through a 
difficult perod because of the problems of the name. the 
Constitution, and the flag From vour port of view, 
what 1 your mmpression of the fact that our country’s 
sovereignty and independence 1s still under question” 


[Kinkel] Germany and nearly all other European coun- 
tnes and other important countnes im the world havc 
recognized your country, and therefore sts sovereignty 
and territonal integrity Regarding the disputed ques 
tions, tt should be possibic to reach an agreement with 
Greece that will take into consideration all these pronc:- 
ples, but, at the same tome. the concerns of Cireece as 
well. In relation to Athens, ! have always supported a 
rapid so'etion of the Macedomian-Greek differences. and 
I shall continue to do so im future 


{[PULS] The Republic of Macedoma has contributed to 
the stabilization of peace im the region and ut will 
continue to do so. Nevertheless, t has not been inte- 
grated into the European political and security struc- 
tures, which represents a direct danger to its stability and 
economic wellare Do you think tha! 6 cuchusvely 
besed on the arrogance of one country or does n depend 
on something cise” 


[Konkel] | have always supported for a rapid inclusion of 
your country m the European and trans-Atlantic struc- 
tures. However, such a decison can only be taken with a 
consensus in the European Unron and the OSCE We are 
against an association of bilateral probiems with mult- 
lateral issues regarding stability and cooperation im 
Europe 


[PULS] After the escalation of the war in the former 
Yugoslavia, the international community supported the 
Macedonian appeal for the security of its territonal 
mitegrity and sovereignty The United States asked Cier- 
many to share the responsibility of sending UN troops mn 
Macedonia Mr. Minister, how do you assess the pows- 
bility of sending troops” 


[Konkel] The Federal Government has not received a 
request from the United Nations for German participa- 
tron mm the UN mission om vour country. If we receive 
such a request. we shall certainly comsder 4 


[PULS] The bilateral coonomic relatior i do not reach 
the level to which we aspire. The cont dence that the 
Republic of Macedoma has in Germany 1s manifested by 
the fact that the total Macedoman currency reserves are 
deposited in a German bank Wil! your forthcoming + rsit 
to the Republic of Macedonia contribute to the ugning 
of concrete agreements in the economic field, and where 
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do you see future possibilities for the development of 
relations between Germany and Macedonia? 


[Kinkel] You have presented a very negative picture! 
The trade relations between our two countries, in spite of 
the unfavorable political circumstances, have been 
developed satisfactorily in the last year: The volume of 
trade realized in the first 11 months of 1994 is higher 
than the total volume realized the year before, with a 
positive trade balance of over 25 million German marks 
for your country. The clearance of your balance of 
payments is also helped by the savings of your citizens 
employed in Germany. This proves that we are doing our 
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best for the intensification of economic cooperation. We 
focus on consultation on the market economy reforms, 
On projects on technical cooperation in agriculture. on 
financing studies and engineering services for the rail- 
road link with Bulgaria, and on promoting trade. In the 
last few years, German-Macedonian economic relations 
have been strengthened greatly. If we follow the plans 
consistently, these relations will also develop positively 
in the future. The condition for this is for your country to 
follow the planned course in the market economy 
reforms, in the privatization of enterprises, and the 
revitalization of the more important banks. 
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Daily: Fed Powerless To Counter Speculation 
BR0604110395 Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 
6 Apr 95 pp 1-2 


[Commentary by Massimo Riva: “Markets, the Nuclear 
Bomb of the Year 2000") 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] It was to no avail that the 
Federal Reserve, abandoning its traditional neutrality, 
intervened to support the dollar with purchases which 
agents estimate totaled an average of a billion [currency 
not specified] a day. Clearly, it takes more than that to 
restore control to speculative that account for 
tens, sometimes hundreds, of billions a day. Nor did the 
American treasury secretary's remarks serve to 

the markets. The hard-working Robert Rubin tried to quell 
the flames by pointing out that the basic indicators of the 
U.S. economy are at present all positive and by saying that 
“a strong dollar is in America’s interest.” It may seem 
disrespectful to say that the markets completely ignored 
these reassurances, but it is true. 


Mr. Rubin is no mere politicker who has done well for 
himself: He worked for a long time as a director of the 
legendary Goldman, Sachs, and Co., so he should be 
fully aware of the markets’ skepticism with regard to the 
idle talk of members of government. In particular, he 
should realize that the more solemn such ministerial 
statements are, the more agents interpret them as signs of 
impotence. As is indeed the case. 


If growing masses of capital have for some time been 
averting the dollar, resulting in the genera! turbulence 
that we see every day, it is not because there are doubts 
about the current recovery in the United States, but 
because it is not believed that the Clinton administration 
will succeed—things being the same the worid over—in 
filling the federal budget gap. Leaving aside the fine 
words issuing from the White House and its vicinity, 
currency agents see the new Republican majority in 
Congress loudly demanding a reduction of tax revenue, 
whereas the latest opinion polls show that for 70 percent 
of Americans the weakness of the dollar is not a threat to 
their country’s economic stability. 


It is all too easy to conclude that Clinton and his team 
will not succeed in defeating these tendencies and thus in 
reducing the budget deficit that lies at the root of the 
pessimism about the near future of the dollar, especially 
in relation to the German mark and the yen. 


Indeed, the markets did not alter their basic attitudes 
even after the announcement that the Bundesbank had 
at last decided to reduce the mark discount rate from 4.5 
to a round 4 percent. The futility of this move is a 
novelty that must provide food for thought. First, we 
have had to abandon the once solid certainty that the 
central banks could steer exchange rates by means of 
their interventions: We have now seen that the means at 
their disposal are entirely inadequate. Now we may have 
to relinquish another certainty—namely, that of the 
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prompt, immediate response of interest rates to any 
variations in discount rates. [passage omitted] 


So it is necessary to admit that the actual situation is 
changing before our very eyes and to accept the following 
both irrational and disturbing fact: The paper econ- 
omy—that of currencies and the figures printed on bank 
accounts—is now taking a lead over the real economy. 
This, with consequences that it is difficult to weigh, 
partly because some of the old criteria of assessment 
seem to have changed. 


Let us consider, for instance, the Bundesbank’s decision 
in relation to events in our own country. Apparently it is 
entirely a good thing that Germany has reduced the cost 
of money. However, this move widens the gap between 
our own rates and Germany's, thus enabling busi- 
nessmen in Bavaria or Rhineland to invest on more 
favorable terms than their competitors in Lombardy or 
the Veneto. This handicap can only be eliminated if our 
own central bank could follow the example of Germany's 
by reducing the discount rate, too. But can Fazio permit 
himself this luxury at a time when inflation is raising its 
head again? There are many dangers. Perhaps the only 
consolation is that the fall in German rates makes 
another rise in Italian rates less likely. 


In conclusion, we must learn to coexist with an ongoing 
instability in the currency markets which demands, 
above all, an effort to formulate new means of analysis 
and of monitoring situations. This, above all in order to 
prevent this great mass of monetary indicators, floating 
in the air, from having the impact of a neutron bomb on 
the world economy when the time comes—sooner or 
later—for it to return to earth. 


Di Pietro’s Letters: Prelade to Politics 
95P20699A 


[FBIS Media Note] On 22-24 March, renowned former 
“Clean Hands” judge Antonio Di Pietro, currently an 
Interior Ministry investigator for the Commission on 
Terrorist Acts, wrote a series of three letters to the press 
addressing political topics. The letters were widely inter- 
preted to mean Di Pietro may be considering entering 
politics. 

In his 22 March letter to the editor of Rome's LA 
REPUBBLICA, Di Pietro responded to an article by the 
paper's regular commeniator Alberto Cavallari, in which 
Cavallari listed a number of reasons the rightist National 
Alliance (AN) should not yet be considered free of its 
neofascist past. In his letter, Di Pietro asked why, even 
after it renounced fascism at its congress in February, the 
AN should not be given a “credit card” by the political 
world. Di Pietro also criticized Cavallari for using too 
many “isms” to describe the new right, such as “fascism, 
neofascism, the worst kind of fundamentalism, papism, 
and clericalism.” Di Pietro claimed that he did not fully 
understand all these “isms,” and that neither would the 
average reader, because those words “mean everything 
and nothing.” 
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The following day, Di Pietro wrote to Turin’s LA 
STAMPA criticizing, without naming him, center-left 
prime ministerial candidate Romano Prodi for con- 
ducting a “spring bus tour” campaign of 100 cities. One 
day later, Di Pietro wrote yet another letter to Milan's 
financial daily IL SOLE—24 ORE, addressing the cur- 
rent political situation. 

Di Pietro’s letters have generated a round of guardedly 
critical commentary from political leaders and journal- 
ists speculating on the reasons for the flurry of public 
statements. From his comments, many perceived that Di 
Pietro is leaning towards the center-right coalition. Cav- 
allari addressed Di Pictro’s criticism in LA REPUB- 
BLICA of 23 March. Adopting an apologetic tone, and 
saying he was honored that such an illustrious judge 
would read his comments, Cavallari nevertheless asked 
Di Pietro how Italy's most famous judge could not 
understand the meaning of “fascism” or “clericalism.” 
He also doubted that a judge with the knowledge dem- 
onstrated during so many trials of political crimes could 
be “ignorant of politics.” 

A front-page commentary in Milan’s CORRIERE 
DELLA SERA of 25 March asked outright why Di Pietro 
is entering politics, in spite of all his “weak” denials. 
Acccording to the writer, the reply is rhetorical, because 
everyone knows the answer: Di Pietro is preparing to 
enter politics because he is famous and enjoys a great 
deal of trust and popularity which he can use as he 
wishes. “He knows that whatever position he may aspire 
to, he has a very high probability of getting it by popular 
support and consensus.” 


The writer observed that Di Pietro gained popularity as 
a magistrate, and it is not proper for magistrates to use 
that popularity for political purposes. If a law prohib- 
iting such behavior does not already exist, it should be 
enacted as quickly as possible. He added that the main 
reason Di Pietro should never enter politics is clear: the 
public would no longer be sure that Di Pietro’s work as 
a magistrate had been carried out impartially. He 
expressed the hope that Di Pietro would stay out of 
politics. 

In LA REPUBBLICA of 25 March, former president of 
the Constitutional Court, Ettore Gallo, wrote an open 
letter to Di Pietro, stating that the real point of Di 
Pietro’s letter to LA REPUBBLICA was not that he did 
not understand all the “isms,” but that he wanted to 
understand why the right should not be given a “credit 
card.” According to Gallo, if Di Pietro wants to under- 
stand “why not,” it means he has already opted for the 
center-right. Gallo noted that Di Pietro was not as 
curious about why the Left should not be given the same 
“credit card”, and suggested that if Di Pietro were to ask 
the Right this question, he would be given so many 
“isms” that Cavallari’s list would be swept away. 
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The 25 March Milan CORRIERE DELLA SERA noted 
that Di Pietro was “behaving like a politician.” Di Pietro 
asked for the right to express his thoughts without being 
immediately placed on one side or the other of the 
political spectrum; he denied being a candidate, but then 
spoke on topics that could be considered planks of a 
political platform, such as reforming the public contracts 
law, and tax reform. The writer wondered whether Di 
Pietro’s letters to the press were merely an effort to retain 
his popularity before fading away, whether he would 
yield to the siren call of politics, or whether he is already 
engaged in politics, as former President Francesco Cos- 
siga has claimed. According to the article, Di Pietro 
declared that his letters t nothing more than a 
citizen's right to be informed about the political situa- 
tion. In the meantime, the article concluded, the center- 
right Christian Democratic Center (CCD) has offered 
him a political home, and Di Pietro’s brother-in-law, the 
secretary of the Bergamo CCD, stated that Di Pietro’s 
position is in agreement with the CCD and that he will 
eventually join it. 


A commentary in the 24 March CORRIERE DELLA 
SERA noted that Di Pietro’s letters to the press con- 
tained political statements. The writer cited Di Pietro’s 
call for early elections to be held under new electoral 
regulations; his description of the Parliament as “stran- 
gied;” and his tirade against those who are undecided 
about their political alignment, or those “who go on 
spring vacation bus tours.” 


The comments of other politicians on Di Pietro’s recent 
statements were also reported in the article. Northern 
League Secretary Umberto Bossi said he did not read Di 
Pietro’s “things,” adding that Di Pietro had already 
entered politics when he conducted a political trial 
against the League. Deputy Raffaele Della Valle, vice 
president of the Chamber of Deputies and a Forza Italia 
member, remarked that Di Pietro should “say once and 
for all what he wants to do when he grows up,” because 
he was offering “initiatives in all fields” while hiding 
“behind his declared ‘political ignorance’.” Della Valle 
added that in Italy there are many men of the same 
“rigid moral values” as Di Pietro who could serve the 
country, but they were all waiting for him to resolve 
national problems, and this “creates an atmosphere of 
surreal anticipation.” Giovanni Pellegrini, president of 
the Commission on Terrorist Acts, who wanted him asa 
Commission consultant, claimed that Di Pietro is quite 
capable of evaluating both former Prime Minister Silvio 
Berlusconi and Prodi “without being confused.’ Deputy 
Marco Taradash, a Forza Italia member, said that “Di 
Pietro is not the De Gaulle the Italians were expecting.” 
Well-known editor Indro Montanelli said he “deplores” 
Di Pietro’s choice to become politically involved. He 
advised him to use moderation, and said that three 
letters written within a few hours were excessive. 
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Halibut Fishing Dispute With Canada Viewed 


Solana Criticizes Canada, UK 


LD0904 163695 Madrid RNE-1 Radio Network in 
Spanish 0900 GMT 9 Apr 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Foreign Minister Javier Solana is 
to meet his EU counterparts in Luxembourg this after- 
noon to study together the present situation in the 
fishing conflict between Spain and Canada. 

Javier Solana has said the government will continue to 
calmly and firmly defend the rights of the fishermen 
fishing in Newfoundland waters. He also criticized the 
United Kingdom, the only community country not sup- 
porting Spain, saying lacking in solidarity attitude will 
have its repercussions. 


As for Canada’s position in this dispute, the foreign 
minister described it as cynical: 

[Begin Solana recording] Furthermore, | would venture 
to say Canada is acting with great cynicism. Why do I say 
this? I say it because a country that appears to have 
begun this whole debate for strictly conservationist rea- 
sons, turns out in the end to want to catch more. It is 
hard to reconcile a conservationist position with wanting 
in the end to catch more species. 


And I will also say that memories are long and therefore 
that some of the positions Great Britain has taken 
recently ...[pauses] that we will have occasion to come 
upon one another again, in the memory of the Spanish 
Government and people, which is a long one. [sentence 
as received] [end recording] 


Madrid Sets Conditions 


LD1004090695 Madrid RNE-!I Radio Network in 
' Spanish 0600 GMT 10 Apr 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] [Announcer] Spain wants the 
European Union foreign ministers meeting today in Luxem- 
bourg to issue another communique condemning Canada 
for its harassment and its illegal stance in international 
waters and in view of the scant progress made in the 
negotiations on fishing. [passage omitted] A further report 
from our correspondent Nacho Hernandez. 


{Hernandez} Good morning. [passage omitted] The Spanish 
authorities are insisting on certain minimum points in these 
negotiations: At least 50 percent of the quota for the 
European Union; no exclusive zone for the Canadian fleet 
beyond its 200-mile limit; the return of the surety and catch 
of the Estai; the withdrawal of the regulation under which 
they [Canada] extended monitoring beyond their territorial 
waters. These are the points on which any agreement must 
be based. [passage omitted] 


[Announcer] Luis Atienza, the minister of agriculture 
and fisheries, has accused Canada of lying constantly in 
the as yet failed negotiations with the European Union 
on the Greenland halibut crisis and he insisted in his 
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view that Canada is carrying out a campaign to turn 
international public opinion against the EU fleet and in 
particular the Spanish one. For his part, Foreign Min- 
ister Javier Solana told RNE-! that our country will 
insist on its demands and he firmly defended the idea 
that Spain's EU membership is clearly to our benefit. 
Yolanda Rodriguez. 


pr ae ap ey et meter gpm 
will condemn the latest Canadian attacks, as occurred a 
month ago after the seizure of the trawler Estai. According 
to Solana, the United Kingdom is beginning to regret having 
been isolated in the European Union, where last Thursday 
[6 April] its fisheries minister vetoed a joint declaration 
condemning Canada. Today a condemnation by the foreign 
ministers will have greater political impact and will 
strengthen the position of Spain, which wants to continue to 
negotiate with Canada, but without haste and within the 
framework of the North Atlantic Fisheries Organization. 
[passage omitted] 
Cross Section of Society on Politics Seen 


95ES0178A Madrid CAMBIO 16 in Spanish 13 Mar 95 
pp 30-37 


[Article by Carlos Santos, with information from correspon- 
dents Juan Fernandez and Julio Cesar Rivas (Madrid), 
Patxi Ibarrondo (Santander), Javier Casals (Valencia), 
Enrique Alvarellos (Santiago de Compostela), Gorka Land- 
aburu (Basque Country), Xavier Horcajo (Barcelona), and 
Ana Aramendia (Murcia): “Spain: Fed Up!" 

[FBIS Translated Excerpt] National public life has of late 
been marked by moodiness, tension, a feeling of being 
fed up. Nor is it only the GAL [Anti-Terrorist Liberation 
Groups}, Roldan, or the current FILESA scandal that are 
to blame. Politicians insult one another with no holds 
barred, the unemployed are in distress, workers are 
fearful for their retirement, housewives see no improve- 
ment in the economy, and partners from the Athletic 
Association have no idea what to do with their president. 
The whole country is in a funk! 


The Rancher/Cattleman Gaspar Quintial, 27, 
Santander. 


Over the past decade, 15,000 cattle ranches in Cantabria 
have disappeared. The problem is widespread in the 
Cantabrian region. Unemployment in this important 
sector basically stems from the low prices paid by dairy 
industries. Paradoxically enough, derivative industries 
pay 50 pesetas a liter for imported milk, compared with 
a maximum 46 to local dairymen. Under such condi- 
tions, few young people aspire to be ranchers! 


One of the exceptions is Gaspar Quintial, 27, the holder 
of a law degree. Quintial and his brother own a ranch 
with 30 head of cattle: half dairy, half beef stock. 
Although their total income amounts to roughly 6 mil- 
lion pesetas a year, the investment in technology and 


other expenditures “leaves us enough to get along, but 
not live well.” 
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For Quintial, “the tense political situation in Madrid obvi- 
ously distracts people from such crucial problems as agri- 
culture. They waste all their time on trivialities rather than 
resolve the problems we face, problems which, in the case of 
dairymen, are a matter of basic survival!” 

The best example is the Ministry of Agriculture's neglect of 
the so-called Interprofessional Law on the dairy sector: 
“After years and years, they still have not submitted a bill to 
Parliament, even though it is the only way to give us the 
stable prices that other European Union (EU) countries 
enjoy,” a pessimistic Quintial says. 

The Politician Francisco Alvarez Cascos, 46, Secretary 
General of the People’s Party (PP) 

It is Jose Maria Aznar’s battering ram for attacking the 
government, the Socialist Party, and its allies: Conver- 
gence and Unity (CiU), the Basque Nationalist Party 
(PNY), and anyone daring to raise a critical voice against 
the PP or its president. 

An authentic representative of political discontent (a 
term constantly on the lips of Socialists}—along with 
Antonio Romero, spokesman for the United Left (IU)}— 
Francisco Alvarez Cascos, 46, an engineer with Roads, 
Canals and Ports and secretary general of the PP, does 
not hold back when it comes to epithets. Many are 
flat-out insults and cross a line that most citizens in this 
country avoid for fear of a lawsuit. 


In politics, however, anything apparently goes. “He is 
overripe, and being overripe equals rot,” he once said, 
referring to Felipe Gonzalez. And in case he had not made 
himself sufficiently clear, he completed the “flattery”: “And 
the only place for rotten things is the garbage’ 


Being clean and its opposite are the apparent obsession 
of the man who rules the People’s Party machine with an 
iron hand. Referring to Gonzalez more specifically: 
“When he goes, he will leave a record of having turned 
politics into one big dung heap!” 


Now, accompanied by Judge Baltasar Garzon: “He won 
the election with the votes brought in by Garzon, who 
‘cleaned him up’.” More on the cleanup, referring to 
Minister Juan Alberto Belloch on 29 January: “He is the 
detergent used to clean up Gonzalez’ mess.” A month 
later, he told him he was “a clever, submissive impostor 
in the service of Felipe Gonzalez.” On 25 February, he 
called the Socialists in power “nothing but riffraff.” 


That same day, he called Genéral Jose Antonio Saenz de 
Santamaria “a thankful stomach” because of statements 
he made about the “dirty war” during the days of the 
UCD [Democratic Center Union]. The prime minister 
told Cascos he was engaging in “demagogic, unjust 
rhetoric,” but these epithets were mild compared with 
the ones hurled by the general secretary of the PP. 


The Housewife Asuncion Guijarro, 32, Hospitalet de 
Liobregat (Barcelona) 


“The real tension that one sees today results from the 
uncertainty of work, unemployment, and the difficulty 
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people have making it through to the end of the month. 
Money—or rather, the need for it—has many Spanish 
families on edge. This tense situation, Asuncion Gui- 
jarro adds, is heightened by the widespread assessment 
of politicians, who bless the recovery of the economy and 
claim to have the wind at their backs. This upsets people. 
While housewives face incomprehensible price hikes, 
zuch as the incredible case of oil in recent weeks. the 
Consumer Price Indexes (IPC) are a wonder and rise 


the greatest responsibilities in our 
society should spend some time reflecting on this point. 
Right now there is a danger of a social break in Spain 
between the rich and the poor. 


“There is not one family without someone unemployed, 
without some work-related problem or a feeling of 
extreme uncertainty about what could happen 
tomorrow. I believe it is basic that people should be able 


normal. Likewise, and as if there were no other recourse, 
those who do find work have to make do with part-time 
jobs or uncertain contracts. This is closely related to the 
tension in the air.” 


The Worker Marina Ruiz, 49, from Santander 


The anchovy season began officially for cottage fish- 
ermen in the Bay of Biscay on the Ist of the month. The 
season provides a livelihood for 5,500 fishermen with 
their 500 boats. The French started fishing for anchovies 
in January, using oceanic trawling nets. Violent conflicts 
like the ones that occurred last year are expected in the 
Gulf of Biscay. 


Marina Ruiz is one of the 14 netmakers from Santander’s 
Fishing Barrio. She has spent 19 of her 49 years mending 
nets for the boats of the Fishermen's Guild. She charges 
4,000 pesetas for 7 hours of work when they call her. She has 
no Social Security, and when there are no nets to mend. she 
collects nothing. 


Marina thinks the government does not adequately back 
the Spanisa fishermen—who basically fish for anchovies 
and bonito—in their disputes with the French: “I wish 


the thing wo ! settled, but the French will go on 
doing as th As she mends nonstop, she also 
expresses | ion that “all this business about 
Roldan anc thers distracts politicians too much. 
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What they need to do is worry about everyday problems 
because we have to work and live.” 


The Fisherman Angel M. Bordegaray, 45, Guetaria, 
Guipuzcoa 


Like his grandfather and father before him, Angel Maria 
Bordegaray has carried on the family tradition. Like 
many fishermen from Guetaria, he has worked the sea 
since he was 14. He is now 45, married, has a daughter 
19, and is worried. Out of work for 4 months, he is 
starting a new anchovy season. 


Nevertheless, Angel Maria looks to the future with 
pessimism. “Every time they put more obstacles in the 
way of our fishing. In Brussels, they want to draw lines 
when the sea has never had any such borders.” 

All the restrictions, coupled with the “war” being waged 
with their French neighbors, who use sophisticated 
fishing methods, have heightened the problem of the 
fishermen, who often have trouble making it to the end 
of the month: “The good times are over and now we have 
to tighten our belts. We do not have any set wage and we 
earn what we fish.” 


Bordegaray blames the Basque Government and Madrid 
for all the evils that have befallen fishing: “They do not 
protect our interests, and in this country it would appear 
that the only thing people are interested in is Luis 
Roldan and Mario Conde.” 


His gaze focused on the port, the Basque arrantzale 
observes nostalgically that fathers built the boats for 
their sons: “If all this disappears, someone will be 
responsible. Clearly, neither Roldan nor Mario Conde 
will solve our problems.” 


The Farmer Jose Cano Ruiz, 54, Archena, Murcia 


He was born and lives in Archena (Murcia). He has 
always farmed and now he is out of work. As for the 
political tension in the country, he says: “All the political 
parties are corrupt, like the situation in the country in 
general. We Murcians feel abandoned by Spain's govern- 
ment because they don't worry about the farmers, about 
creating work or businesses, or about seeking invest- 
ments for the region.” 


As for the water problem, Jose Cano says, “Those in 
government have not been able to implement the 
National Water Plan,” and adds: “Bono does or does not 
do whatever he pleases, and they want to take the water 
away from the Murcians once and for all. If we continue 
to suffer from this drought, over 60 percent of the 
region’s produce gardens and orchards will be lost. The 
outcome could be disastrous for us Murcian farmers.” 


The Bilingual Banker Pere Fontana, 42, President of 
the Catalonian Bank, Barcelona 

“I do not believe there is any tension over linguistic issues in 
Catalonia,” Pere Fontana says. “As a Catalonian, | do not 
see any, not in the streets or anywhere else. | think it is a 
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stereotype, something experienced with more tension out- 
side of Catalonia than here. It is a curious fact that when 
those living outside of this autonomous region come here, 
they are surprised by how natural this business about 
Catalan is. There may be a certain lack of understanding of 
a bilingual society such as this on the outside. We Catalo- 


problem, not in school or in the hills and fields of the Barca 
region. We take the Catalan issue for granted. 


“I don’t know whether it is in politics, the social, 
economic areas or what, but it definitely appears that 
something or someone wants to twist the passionate 
issuc of the language. | think that any hidden agenda that 
exploits ulterior motives is off base and unrealistic. 


“In Catalonia, I would not speak of tension because the 
term is associated with the making of decisions that are 
not very reasonable. I prefer to speak of an uneasiness or 
restlessness stemming from an increase in situations we 
do not like, such as corruption or the crisis. This pro- 
duces a disturbing lag in decisionmaking. 

“In my opinion, one detects a higher degree of tension in 
daily life in Madrid than in Barcelona or other Spanish 
cities where the atmosphere is more peaceful. The reason is 
probably the fact that the unpredictability of politics is felt 
less intensely, or because there is greater stability in politics 
in the autonomous regions. For example, we are witnessing 
a great municipal election battle in Ciudad Condal, and for 
the time being at least, there is no tension or insults. We live 
intensely, but in a spirit of peacefulness.” 


The Newsman Jose Maria Carrascal, 49, Madrid 


His nightly television programs “on the cutting edge of 
midnight” are a daily X-ray image of all the problems 
besetting the country, and his face has long since become a 
barometer of tension. The crisis, corruption, unemploy- 
ment, Roldan, the GAL: Jose Maria Carrascal'’s observa- 
tions about any negative political or economic news get the 
same postscript: “That's the way it goes in Spain.” 
Carrascal does not identify with the label “grouchy 
journalist” that one reads under every one of his appear- 
ances on the screen, but he does not fight it either. “I 
have made it clear that | will never remain silent when | 
see something that I don't like, and if that is what is 
going on, that is what we have to tell.” It is useless to tell 
him that someone is stirring up all the tension: “If we did 
not have that hotbed of scandals, the people would get 
nervous,” he explains. 


For Carrascal, this hotbed is undeniably created by one 
cook: the government. “Felipe Gonzalez’ face may be 
frozen from saying that all the scandals stem from five or 
six persons who have acted wrongly, but that is not true. 
We are approaching the end of an era, the Felipist era, 
and people are getting desperate because even though 
this is over, the months continue to go by and Felipe is 
still there. It is that impotence that generates tension.” 
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There is no danger, however. The people may be fright- 
ened, society may wax indignant, but, Carrascal says, the 
current crisis will be overcome: “I have been at this job 
for many years and have witnessed the end of the 
Adenauer era in Germany and the end of Nixon and 
Carter in America. The crises have passed without the 
system collapsing. We are now facing the Spanish Water- 
gate, the greatest crisis in Spanish democracy, but there 
is no danger of civil confrontation.” 


The Unemployed Francisco Canada Keyes, 29, Madrid 


Francisco has worked since the age of 14, “first as a 
chicken farmer, then as a locksmith, and ever since I got 
married, as a bricklayer. | have never lacked for work, 
but for the past 2 years, things have really been bad: You 
work a few months and then they throw you out.” 


His household income (he has a wife and two children) is 
45,000 pesetas a month. “I took in 63,000 pesetas a 
month for six months, but now, since my unemployment 
ran out two months ago, [I have only] help from the 
family, plus any odd jobs I can find.” 


Francisco is discouraged: “It's as if I didn’t want to work, 
but just wanting to work and being in the street, what 
does that help? I went all over south Madrid where they 
are working, going shop by shop. You end up bitter, 
burned out. And you think how bad everything is, that 
everyone is laughing in your face.” 


Nor does his family situation help. His wife, who had 
worked cleaning houses, had to quit “because of nerves.” 
“When we get together with other couples and talk about 
that business with Roldan, we say: ‘Look, now he 
spend four or five days in jail and in the blink of an eye, 
he'll be out on bail and back on the street. If it were you, 
you'd spend your whole life in jail for 2,000 bucks.” If 
you saw Felipe Gonzalez now, you'd tell him he is a 
scoundrel. And what about Roldan? Forget it! They have 
to settle it, but let them do it right.” He is worried about 
his children: “I want them to live better than I do, but 
things are very difficult. If this isn't fixed somehow, 
people are going to be very bad off.” 


The Student Carlos Pena, 22, Santiago de Corspostela 
(La Coruna) 


The medical students’ protests began in 1993, when they 
rebelled against the existing system of Resident Intern 
Doctors (MIR) and the scant possibilities they would 
have of practicing. The School of Medicine in Santiago 
supported a specific proposal for solving the problem, 
which the students presented to the Ministry of Educa- 
tion and Science. For Carlos Pena, this is the situation: 
“Various proposals were bandied about, including some 
that contradicted one another, but we could never reach 
a consensus. Our document (from the Santiago School of 
Medicine) is now known as the Preliminary Option. In 
other words, anyone wishing to be a specialist must so 
declare in advance. Anyone wishing to be a community 
family physician—the problem this year—should be 
assured of a place. 
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“This option was approved, as was the three-year 
training program for family physicians (three years after 
the initial six), but never implemented. After our option 
came others: one asking for two alternative years for the 
MIR and the Cadiz Proposal, as a result of which those 
receiving their degrees in 1995 cannot apply to the MIR 
for a place this year. The board of directors of the State 
Council of Medical Students resigned just a few weeks 
ago (except for the secretary), and now we are waiting for 
the Ministry of Education and Science to make a deci- 
sion.” 


He takes this view of the current tension reigning in the 
country: “At the close of the 1980's, we were fairly 
relaxed and optimistic about everything. Now we find a 
whole series of things that make us envision a future that 
is rather black for those of us who have to begin our 
professional lives in the 21st century. The people feel the 
tension and so do the students: tension generated by 
seeing that the problem of unemployment is not solved 
and that professional prospects are quite dim.” 


Retirees Galiana 


Galiana acts like the Valencian that he is, but like many 
of his fellow countrymen, when he talks about politics, 
he looks to Madrid. He thinks that some of the media 
have turned into speakers amplifying the atmosphere of 
tension, but only among politicians, denying that this 
affects the society he represents in the same way. “Poli- 
ticilans seem to ignore what is actually the correct dia- 
lectic; they always utilize the exclamatory mode!” 
Galiana enjoys the historical memory of his 71 years and 
boasts of having seen over and over how the politicians 
always seem to turn their own offices into a “sinecure.” 
He fears that politicians have not mastered the clear 
concepts of long-term planning that are “so fundamental 
to survival.” He complains about the “scant intellectual 
capacity” of the political class in charge of national 
politics. He allows but one exception: Julio Anguita, and 
when asked about any politician that he misses, he does 
not hesitate: Adolfo Suarez, “the only one with any balls 
at all.” The cases of corruption affect him as much as 
they do any other Spaniard “because they hurt every- 
one’s pocketbook.” In the case of the GAL, he predicts 
that the legal purge will not extend beyond Rafael Vera. 
Furthermore, he deems the defensive attack by the 
Socialists on the judges “exasperating” because he 
cannot conceal his sympathy for them. “It is the same 
farcical posture taken when, like the PP, they rend their 
garments in public when Botin talks about pensions and 
then privately say he is right.” For the past 6 years, he 
has collected 80,000 pesetas a month in retirement pay, 
which is perhaps why he accepts the label of “outdated” 
for the present system. His three children, who are 
between the ages of 32 and 38, are afraid they will never 
draw a pension. “They are in fact very worried because it 
appears that this will change, and they are already 
thinking about drawing up a private retirement plan.” 
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Rafael Gimenez, 39, Architect to-do, we once again find enormous reasons for being fit 
; . ; ; to be tied: Did they perchance make a deal with him? 


garbage contracts are just that: garbage. He has ended up 
with a half-day job, working for all of 45,000 pesetas a 
month! His architectural studies, ten years professional 
experience, and his excellent portfolio are worth no more 
than “400 pesetas an hour and they charge 900 to ciean 
the stairway to my house!” “So what did you say?” “Yes! 
Of course! What else could I say? But I'm fed up!” 


And he is right to be fed up! Furthermore, the 3.7 million 
Spaniards still without jobs who cannot even find any 
kind of work to tide them over are even more fed up. 
Then there are the 5.5 million retired persons who watch 
as the politicians turn their pensions into missiles to fire 
at one another. And the hundreds of thousands of sick 
and ailing (still) on hospital waiting lists. Not to mention 
the thousands of protesters facing prison terms for not 
doing their military service. Or the medical students 
discovering that their six years of study are worthless. Or 
the 20,000 swindled by the PSV [housing cooperative], 
who have been waiting in vain for 5 years for their 
houses to be turned over to them. To these we must add 
those who were hurt by Mario Conde and Javeer de la 
Rosa, who stand by and watch as those two remake their 
lives and bank accounts as if nothing ever happened and 
without the press even remembering them! And finally, 
the hundreds of Gypsies forced by the mayor of Madrid 
to live on the edge of a dump! 


Not everyoue has such dire reasons, but in this country, 
where a historic period is drawing to a close, rare is the 
individual without a drawer full of grievances to justify 
his bad mood, his fury, his resentment. According to the 
most reliable statistics (those emerging ‘rom continuous 
monitoring of radio broadcasis and caily reading of 
successful columnists), Rafael Gimenez is a card- 
carrying member of a large club: a Spain that has had it 
up to here! It is a club with an estimated 39 million 
members, a figure suspiciously close to that of the 
national census! [passage omitted] 


Naturally enough, the habitually fed up continue to be 
fed up: the taxi drivers because the condition is part and 
parcel of their very job and constitution! Housewives, 
because “everything is going up” and their grocery 
basket never makes it through the crisis. Small busi- 
nessmen, because small business has always been and 
will always be in a state of collapse. 


Of late, we have all been absolutely fed up with the 
Roldan business. We had it when he escaped and we are 
once again at the end of our tether, now that they have 
put him back in jail. We were at the end of our rope when 
we suspected that the government had let him escape, 
then after suspecting that it did not want to catch him, 
and finally, with the suspicion that it may have killed 
him to keep him from talking! 


Now that the green bird is back in his cage and can sing 
all it wants, instead of celebrating that fact with a great 


committed? Could that evil-minded Belloch be tricking 
so happily as the 
of the capture cesaibty be stand-tax? We 
are fit to be tied because we presume an unconfessable 
wp because an official document from 
the government of Laos arrived with the fugitive on 


the official document was a fraud, and on and on. 


ihe o me bor coh the main parties and their 
leaders are today the maximum expression of the 
national state of “fed-upness.” A handful, like the PP’s 
Alvarez Cascos, who from Christmas on has made an 
ostentatious return to the front ranks of national politics 
after a few months of internal exile, always compete to 
utter the loudest and most injurious remark, aping the 
old, theatrical piques of Alfonso Guerra. 


He knows what he is doing: The more fed up people are, 
the more they will abstain. The more people abstain. the 
greater the possibility that the PP will win the next 
general elections. “Elections are not won by parties. 
They are lost by governments,” PP members say, 
echoing the words of an image maker who clevated 
Margaret Thatcher to power twice. That is how it is. 
Even given the theoretical assumption that the PP 
peaked with its 8.1 million votes in the European clec- 
tions, a good dose of general fed-upness will contribute 
to the collapse in votes for the Socialists. Enough to put 
Aznar in power. 


Sometimes being fed up is a natural reaction. There is 
the case of the PP leaders and members of Parliament 
out of sorts with their leader because he did not tell them 
about his secret meetings with Gonzalez and did not 
come in for the kill in the parliamentary debate. Or the 
case of the Socialist leaders and members of Parliament 
out of sorts with Perez Marino for getting out of the car 
at the least opportune moment. 


At other times, being fed up is no more than a parlia- 
mentary technique. It then goes by the name “Ramal- 
lism” [from Ramalio] and has exceilent protagonists: 





This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners 














18 SPAIN 


Rogelio Baon, Pilar Rahola, Antonio Romero and Luis 
Ramallo. Anguita himself occasionally acts like a con- 
summate Ramallist. The technique consists in raising 
the common, ordinary fed-up mood to the noble stature 
of a rhetorical pronouncement or emergency political 
accusation. 


There are practitioners in the media who, with equal 
dexterity, transform being fed up into a veritable jour- 
nalistic art. For example, Jose Maria Carrascal, a master 
of public opinion journalism, who refuses to be happy 
unless he sends us to bed every night in the blackest of all 
humors. Then there are the morning talk shows devoted 
to the same purpose: making sure that we get up mad, 
have our breakfast mad, arrive at the office mad! 

All of which is extraordinarily entertaining, but there is a 
danger: that it may never end. That the country will end 
up being turned into a hotbed and that the distrust will 
spread to the politicians, sometimes fostered by the 
politicians themselves, with their conduct and their 
insults, that it will pave the way for the Berlusconis 
[Silvio Berlusconi-former Prime Minister of Italy] and 
other nation-saver types. It is perhaps for that reason 
that voices are being raised in all the parties in the 
parliamentary sphere asking for some calm. 


“Many of us in the PP have a British concept of politics. 
That Felipe Gonzalez should leave office in handcuffs 
helps no one: neither the PP, nor democracy, nor anyone 
else,” this periodical was told some months ago by 
Guillermo Gortazar, one of the PP leaders most loyal to 
Jose Maria Aznar. Many are echoing his remarks. A few 
months ago, when workers from a public enterprise in 
crisis burst into Parliament calling the Socialist officials 
“thieves and fools” as a number of PP deputies urged 
them on, others, like Castilian Liberal Jesus Posada, 
warned: 


“Beware, lest we be insulted even by the nuns, as we take 
that same path and promote such conduct!” 


Aznar himself frequently appeals for moderation and 
patience, but one never knows. When Aznar personally 
takes the path of moderation, as he did in the recent 
debate over the state of the nation, certain elements in 
his party climb the walls and tcll him to “Go get ‘em, 
Jose Mari!”, just as the Socialist activists once appealed 
to the precursor of all of this: “Go get ‘em, Arfonso!” 


The barrios are fed up. Catalonian politicians and 
newsmen, for example, are far more discreet in their 
criticism than are the politicians and newsmen in 
Madrid. Outside of the capital. things are seen differ- 
ently. Many observers say the same, though none as 
bluntly as Basque nationalist leader Xabier Arzalius: 
“Madrid is the capital of hysteria.” 


Arzallus himself is naturally capable of awakening enor- 
mous, unanimous anger, inside and outside of Madrid, 
when he says such things as, “I prefer a dark, dark- 
skinned person who speaks Basque to a very white white 
one who can't speak.” 
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A few figures in national public life have the ability to get 
everyone's goat. Judge Barbero, for example, is equally 
obnoxious to Socialists and the opposition alike: to some 
because he goes too far (he tried to try Alfonso Gurra), 
to the others because he does not succeed: The Suxreme 
Court sent back his petition. 


Fed up to the point of madness, some align themselves 
with the most dangerous and presumed criminals, one 
day defending the positions of Mario Conde or Javier de 
la Rosa, then taking up the defensive arguments of Luis 
Roldan or turning convict Jose Amedo into a national 
hero the next. Some have been known to abandon the 
most minimal principle of coherence and, in a rush of 
Franciscan excitement, condemn the dirty war which, 10 
or 12 years ago, in the final twitches of the transition, 


they openly encouraged. 


The thing is to be fed up! The permanent state of tension 
promotes the political interests of some, damages those 
of others (no single thing sways voters more than a 
general feeling of insecurity, misgovernment and the 
competent authority's loss of credibility), and satisfies 
the most primitive biological needs of a few. 


“A handful live off the conflict,” Deputy Nicolas 
Redondo Terreros told this periodical, referring to the 
internal affairs of his party. And that is another matter: 
the internal mood of organizations. Fed up with one 
another, the members of the General Union of Workers 
(UGT) are rending the garments left behind by Nicolas 
Redondo (senior). Despite the truce, the Renewalists and 
Guerrists of the PSOE go at it daily, as they do in the 
United Left, where, contrary to what its name indicates, 
in-fighting is part of 1s very essence! 


In sum, they are all fed up and all for the same reason: 
the government. 


[Quotes} 


Alvarez Cascos to Felipe Gonzalez (23 February 1995): 
“You have turned into a nightmare for this country.” 


Felipe Gonzalez to Alvarez Cascos (23 February 1995): 
“You are engaging in demagogic, unjust rhetoric.” 


Amedo to the government (21 January 1995): “A gang of 
scoundrels!” 


Antonio Romero to Felipe Gonzalez (16 January 1995): 
“The prime minister lies more than he talks. His calcu- 
lated ambiguities and phrases loaded with ambivalent 
concepts make him a big liar.” 


Rodriguez Ibarra to Anguita (18 December 1994): 
“There you see Anguita’s shoeshine boy cleaning Aznar's 
shoes for him!” 


Joaquin Leguina to Garzon (22 January 1995): Filtering 
indictments “is a dangerous game.” “You musi be 
careful to be independent. You bear a tremendous 
responsibility. Your indictments are not secret. Crimes 
are being committed before your very eyes.” 
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Julio Anguita to the government (23 December 1994): 
“for everything, from getting rich to buying assassins” 
(on the use of confidential funds). 


Luis Carlos Rejon to the PSOE (23 December 1994): 
“One cannot speak of democracy with the PSOE because 
it has blood on its hands” (concerning the “GAL case”). 


Jose Maria Aznar to the PSOE (12 February 1995): “It is 
a sect without values or principles, one that seeks only to 
gain power.” 


SPAIN 19 


Jose Antonio Saenz de Santamaria to the PP (12 Feb- 
ruary 1995): “I find the attitude of the Spanish right 
toward the GAL case obscene.” 


Jose Borrell to Loyola de! Palacio (24 February 1995): “I 
ask you not to lie in such a brazen, venemous manner.” 


Xabier Arzallus to the civil governors (6 December 
1994): “You are the informers and procurers of whatever 
government ts in power.” 

Anguita to Gonzalez (1! January 1995): “Felipe 
Gonzalez is perverting the concept of democracy.” 
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20 DENMARK 


Socialist People's Party Stand on EU Examined 


9SENO172B Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE in 
Danish 22 Feb 95 p 3 


[Article by Frans Ronnov: “Socialist People’s Party Both 
for and Against the EU Agenda™] 

[FBIS Translated Text} While the government, the Lib- 
erals, and the Conservatives are getting closer and closer 


together on EU policy. the Socialist People’s Party (SF) is 
still having a hard time deciding whether it should join the 


government, 

on, and that the SF helped write to a large extent. But the 
party would not participate in presenting 
agenda 


mented. But he thinks it should still be noted that the SF 
would not participate in presenting the agenda. 

Foreign Minister Niels Helveg Petersen (Radical Lib- 
eral) saw the matter differently: “The decisive thing is 
that the SF agrees with the text. That they would not 
participate in presenting the agenda is less important. Of 
course they have a need to show their voters that they do 


No Confidence 

Gade said that the foreign minister's analysis is not 

entirely wrong. “But our course of action is also duc to 
that do not really trust Ellemann-Jensen. 
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[FBIS Translated Text} President Glavkos Kiiridhis has 
said the joint defense doctrine not only has caused 
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CYPRUS 21 


Itiadhbis: Defense Doctrine ‘National Necessity’ 


NC0904 143595 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in Greek 1030 GMT 
9 Apr 95 


[FBIS Translated Text} Defense Minister Konstandinos 
Iliadhis today stressed that all future governments will 
maintain the joint defense doctrine because it constitutes 
2 national necessity. He added that anyone who trics to 
change the character of the doctrine will find i very 
costly. The defense minister was speaking at a special 
meeting of NEDISI [Democratic Rally Youth} supceme 
council held to discuss the Cyprus issue. He stressed that 
the joint Greek-Cypriot defense plan will be discon- 
tinued if and when the Cyprus issue is resolved perma- 
nently or if President Glavkos Klindhis’ proposal for 
disengagement 1s accepted. 


In a siatement, DIS] [Democratic Rally} Chairman 
loannis Matsis mentioned that in recent talks with 
European leaders, he asserted that Cyprus’ accession to 
the EU is a given. He added that if the membership 
application had been submitted earlier, by Vasiliou's 
government, Cyprus would be an EU member today. 
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Papendreou: Holbrocke ‘Very Important’ Person 
NC0804 181195 Athens Ellimski Radhiofonia Radio 
Network in Greek 1700 GMT 8 Apr 95 


[FBIS Transiated Text} Prime Minister Andreas Pap-a- 
dreou will meet shortly with Kichard Holbrooke, the 
U.S. assistant secretary of state for European and Cana- 
dian affairs, who is visiting Athens. 


Answering a question, Papandreouw said de believes be 
and Holbrooke will discuss the issue of Skopje [The 
Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia—FYROM], 
but added that there is no agenda. He described the U_S. 
official as @ very important person and said that in 
general he is friendly tuward our country. 


Clinton ‘Satisfied’ With Greek Stand in Balkans 


NC0904135295 Athens Elliniki Radhiofonia Radio 
Network in Greck 1130 GMT 9 Apr 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt} In a personal letter to Prime 
Minister Andreas Papandreou. U.S. President Bill 
Clinton expressed his satisfaction with the Greek stance 
in the Balkans. Richard Holbrooke, the U.S. assistant 
secretary of state for European and Canadian affairs, 
conveyed the letter to Papandreou during a meeting in 
Ekali last night. During the meeting, Papandreow and 
Holbrooke discussed all the national issues. [passage 
omitted] 


U.S. Reportedly Fears ‘Hot Summer’ in Acgean 
NC0904 182095 Athens | KATHIMERINI in Greek 
9Apr OS pid 


[Report by correspondent Alexis Papakhelas from Wash- 
ington] 


[FBIS Translated Text] The US. services beleve that 
there might be a “hot summer™ in the Aegean and so are 
promoting confidence building measures to avert any 
incidents. For example, U.S. President Bill Clinton's 
administration has asked Athens and Ankara to schedule 
their summer mancuvers in a way that they will not 
coincide or be held within a short distance. The U.S. 
State Department and the Pentagon services told this to 
the appropriate staff of both countnes. 


Washington has expressed concern at the military 
maneuvers in which fighter aircraft of one country follow 
closely those of the other. The Pentagon staff officers 
believe there is a great chance of an accident or an 
incident. Among other things, the U.S. officials referred 
to the idea of placing observers on the aircraft during 
military maneuvers. 


The U.S. State Department also insisis on an older 
proposal that Greek aircraft that patrol the Aegean stand 


down. The Greek Government. however, continues to 
reject this suggestion, arguing thai the great distances 
from the air bases do not allow for a quick arming of the 
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The U.S. assistant secretary of defense and senior Pen- 
tagon officials are expected to discuss the US. concerns 
within the framework of the annual bilateral meeting on 
safety issues. A US. official stressed that “the ball is now 
m the Greek cour’,” and cxpressed the hope that Greek 
Pentagon officia’s will not use the excuse—as they did in 
the pasi—that they do not have the approval of the 
political leadership to negotiate on confi 

measures. The same official noted that the U.S. concern 
stems from the evaluation of the secret services that 
Greece and Turkey were very close to an incident in the 
Aegean last November. At that time, the Pentagon sent a 
warship to monitor the simultaneous mancuvers of the 
two countnes. 


US. Puts Pressure on Athens To Support Turkey 


NC 1004102495 Athens KIRIAKATIKI 
ELEVTHEROTIPIA in Greck 9 Apr 9S p 23 


ee Ranimatio—punctuation «© pub 


[FBIS Translated Text] “lt might be naive to welcome 
Turkey's isolation, because as long as Turkey's problems 
keep worsening the United States will increase pressure 
to ‘support’ Turkey.” This evaluation made by a Greek 
diplomat represents precisely the atmosphere that pre- 
vailed ai the Foreign Ministry last week on expectation of 
the arrival in Athens of Richard Holbrooke, the US. 
assistant secretary of state for European and Canadian 
affairs. 

The U.S. official met Greek Prime Minister Andreas 
Papandreou last night. Just |2 hours before the Greek 
foreign minister's meeting with the U.S. official, 
informed Foreign Ministry and diplomatic sources made 
the following evaluations. 


First: It 1s no secret that the United States is committed 
to supporting Turkey at any cost. Holbrooke and the 
U.S. ambassador in Ankara have reiterated this contin- 
uously. But recently the United States has become more 
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Preparing for any possibility in Gre_k-Turkish issues, 
the government was considering as the final line of 


water and airspace.” Among other things. the agreement 
defined the following: 


— While in international waters. naval units will abstain 
from activities that harass one another. 


—The naval units that patrol the other side's ships 
during firing and other military activities (...) will 
remain in a position that will not obstruct the smooth 
execution (of the activities). 


—Aircraft pilots will demonstrate the greatest possible 
attention when they are near the other side's aircraft 
and will engage in no Mancuvers oF react in any way 
that would endanger the safety of the Might or affect 
the execution of the aircraft's mission. 


—Anytime claims are made regarding acts tat are 
the above, the parties will inform one 
any official statements. 
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NC0904 180495 Athens AIRILAKATIAI 
ELEVTHEROTIPLIA im Greek 9 Ape 8 p i) 


[From the “Views” column: “Mr. Holbrooke™) 


[FBIS Translated Text] Richard itolbrooke. the LS 
assistant secretary of state for European and Canadian 
affairs, 1s visiteng Athens and Ankara im an attempt to 
rejuvenate firm ‘jreek-Turkish relations His mission 1s 
noble but his mtentions are slanderous. The way he 
evaluated Turkey and its role im the :egion 5 also 
distor’ed. 

Holbrooke beleves that “Turkey ts a country of vital 
importance or Europe's safety and stability” Thies ss 
what he told in Washington on 31 March He 
has forgotten Attila’s [Turkish troops im Cyprus) mnvea- 
sion and occupation of Cyprus and Ankara’s threats to 
expand in the Aegean 


In the same brefing, Holbrooke said “the Turkish efforts 
(that is the Turkish offensive against the Kurds in 
Northern Iraq) to confront the PKK [Kurdish Worker's 
Party] are legal and Turkey's territorial integrity 1s very 
important to Europe.” The US. official considers the 
invasion and genocide as a form of defense of their 
homeland’s territory and even. Europe. 


Europe replied to Holbrooke with the unanimous E uro- 
pean Parliament resolution that: “The Turkish military 
interference in northern Iraq and the violation of inter- 
national law and human rights are condemned pornt 
blank...” Europe considers Ankara an invader and 
butcher, and the US. official considers it a factor and 
guarantor of stability’ 


According to press reports, Holbrooke 1s expected to put 
pressure on Greece to be “concilatory” to Turkey im 
order to smooth out bilateral relations. If Holbrooke still 
insists on the same evaluation and the views he 
expressed about Turkey on 31 March, even after the 
European Parliament resolution, then his services will be 
the worst. 


Holbrooke and Washington must review their evalua- 
tions and beliefs about Turkey's role in the region. They 
must fall in line with the European evaluation as 
expressed in the harsh European Parliament resolution. 
They must also coordinate their activities in Ankara with 
the European warning. Holbrooke must put pressure on 
Ankara, not Athens. 
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4 TURKEY 


Cross-Bord.s Operation Against PKh Viewed 


Gothan Press Briefing 


TA0804 151495 Ankara ANATOLIA in Turkish 1420 
GMT 8 Apr 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Silopi (AA) —National Defense 
Minister Mehmet Golhan has said the operation in 
northern Irag will continue until it reaches its aim, 
adding: “No matter what the West says, we will not 
withdraw uniess the operation is concluded.” 

Golhan arrived in Silopi from Batman by helicopter 
today. He held a news conference in connection with the 
operation at the Silopi operation center. He said the 
operation is being conducted successfully and that the 
organization has been greatly damaged. He stressed it 
would be wrong to measure the success of the operation 
in terms of the number of terrorists killed. Golhan 
pointed out that a large number of weapons and materiel 
have been seized, adding: “If we had not seized these 
weapons and materiel, a large number of innocent people 
would have been killed. You cannot place a price on an 
operation like this. | would not trade a single soldier or a 
single citizen for trillions of lira.” 


We Will Not Withdraw Unless the Operation Ends 


Golhan pointed out that contacts are being held with the 
Kurdish groups in northern Iraq and that Turkey might 
take the initiative to ensure that the authority vacuum in 
that region is eliminated. He said: “No matter what the 
West says, we will not withdraw unless the operation is 
concluded. We entered northern Iraq in order to elimi- 
nate the PKK [Workers Party of Kurdistan], which kills 
innocent people, not in order to make border changes. 
The operation is being conducted as planned, with many 
details. It will not end as in 1992 or in other operations. 
At this moment, our troops are in control of an area that 
is 10,000 to 12,000 square km. They are continuing to 
carry out combing operations. We will not withdraw 
unless the combing operations are concluded, unless the 
caves are checked. The operation is limited in time. We 
will definitely withdraw when it is over. When we 
withdraw, measures will be taken to ensure that the PKK 
does not set up bases there again.” 


Respect for Iraq's Territorial Integrity 


Solhan said: “A U.S. officer was once lost on Bolu 
mountain. Despite all the search and rescue operations, 
and even though he was not hiding, setting traps, or 
trying to attack, he was found more than a week later. 
Now think how difficult it is to find 2,400 PKK mem- 
bers on these mountains.” 


Golhan stressed that in the whole world, it is Turkey that 
respects Iraq’s territorial integrity most, and it is Turkey 
that extends the greatest support to that country. He 
reiterated that the aid to northern Iraq will not be cut, 
and that the Habur border crossing will not be closed. 


A journalist pointed out that there were rumors that 
there were PKK members in the UN-controlled Atrush 
camp in northern Iraq. Golhan replied: “We also heard 
that there are PKK members in the Atrush camp. There 


is no definite proof. The United Nations does not 
confirm it. If it is true, if it is proven, we will go in there 


casts Yao lenier ols poo to Eb counts to tence 
prime minister, is a Kurd. There are Kurdish parliamen- 
tarians in the cabinet. Everyone can speak his language. 
Education is a different matter, however.” 

Pointing out that a brigade was pulled back from 
northern Iraq, Golhan stressed that the Gulf War cost 
Turkey a great deal, that Turkey is still footing the bill for 
that war, and that the oil pipeline is corroding. “Our loss 
EO Ty Say ee 


Golhan then left for Batman by helicopter. 


Brigade ‘Pulled Out’ 
TA0804111295 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1000 GMT 8 Apr 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] It was reported that one brigade, 
which completed its mission within the framework of the 
operation launched by the Turkish Armed Forces [TAF] 
in northern Iraq, has been pulled out of the region. 


The statement issued simultaneously by the Forcign 
Ministry and the Press and Information Center of the 
Chief of the General Staff's Office in Diyarbakir notes: 
The cross-border operation launched by the TAF on 20 
March against the separatist terrorist organization mem- 
bers, who had nestled in regions close to our borders in 
northern Iraq and were a threat to our people in the 
southeast region, is continuing as planned. As stated 
numerous times in the past, our units will withdraw from 
the region as soon as the operation achieves its goal. 
Along those lines, units which have completed their 
duties started to return to Turkey. In fact, one TAF 
brigade, which started to withdraw to the Sirnak-Silopi 
region after accomplishing its mission on 7 April 1995, 
concluded its withdrawal on 8 April 1995. 


The other units, which are stationed in the border region, 
will start to withdraw according to plan after they 
achieve their aims. 
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Jordan Envoy Defends Operation 
JN0804090295 Amman JORDAN TIMES in English 
8 Apr 95 p 6 
[Letter to the editor by Mehmet Ali Irtemcelik, ambas- 
sador of Turkey to Jordan: “Irrefutable Facts”] 

[FBIS Transcribed Text] To the editor: In view of the 


1. To describe the Turkish military operation as “an 
illegal action of invading a foreign country (Iraq) and 
creating havoc in an area declared as a U.N. safe haven” 


about the preservation of the territorial integrity of Iraq. 
(B) It is equally well-known that the Baghdad govern- 
ment is, at present, not in the position to exercise its 
sovereignty in northern Iraq. The lack of state authority 
and the chaotic situation prevailing in that area were 
taken advantage of by the PKK to gradually transform it 
into a vast and convenient base for the 


(C) It was clearly ascertained that the terrorist organisa- 
tion was gearing itself to launch a massive offensive 
against “targets” within Turkey from its bases in 
northern Iraq. 


In light of these irrefutable facts, unbiased observers will 
grant that the current operation by Turkish security 
forces is no more and no less than a proportionate 
exercise of the right of self-<defence by the Turkisii 
government, which could not possibly have hesitated in 
the discharge of its duties with respect to the security of 
its people and the country’s territorial integrity. 

The Turkish military operation is very clear in its 
objectives. They are: (1) To destroy the PKK command 
and control elements and infrastructure in northern Iraq: 
(2) To prevent the PKK from establishing a so-called 
“liberated zone” in the region: (3) To end cross-border 
infiltration into Turkey. 


As it was announced at the outset, the operation is 
limited in both duration and scope. It is not intended, as 
I stressed earlier, to infringe on Iraq's territorial integ- 
rity, nor is it aimed at anyone other than the PKK. 


na ype in order to prevent the reestablishment of 

PKK camps in the area and future infiltration into 
Turkey of terrorist bands, a secure environment needs to 
be established. In the final analysis, the ideal solution 
would be a return to normaicy in the region through the 
full implementation of U.N. Security Council Rsolution 


TURKEY 25 


Shouldn't minimum sense of intellectual fairness have 
induced those who hastened to criticise Turkey so 
harshly—oblivious to its legitimate concerns and also 
making irrelevant comparisons—{to] ask themselves 
how they would expect any self-respecting government 
to act under similar circumstances? 


2. The record must also be set straight in the face of 
attempts whether out of ignorance or nonchalance, or by 
inimical design to introduce the PKK as representative 
of the aspirations of the Kurdish-speaking citizens of 
Turkey. Clearly, Turkey—tike all others—is an imper- 
fect society. All citizens of Turkey—not only those 
whose mother tongue is Kurdish—wish to see their 
country’s democratic standards improved further. They 
all expect their government and other democratic insti- 
tutions to address resolutely and imaginatively the coun- 
try’s domestic problems which affect their daily lives. 
Nevertheless, except an insignificant minority, they all 
recognise that their grievances are still remote dreams 
for most other nations in the vicinity. Furthermore, the 
overwhelming majority of the Kurdish speaking people 
of Turkey are fully aware that the PKK is, in essence, a 
tool in the hands of others whose traditional objectives 
include the destablisation and eventual dismemberment 
of Turkey. They do not want to contribute to systematic 
efforts aimed at the destruction of their country but to 
continue to actively participate in its betterment. They— 
like other segments of the Turkish society—value their 
country’s pluralistic democratic regime and want to 
further improve it. They are wise and mature enough not 
to be fooled by propaganda efforts designed to inculcate 
ist seeds in their hearts and minds. They know 
full-well that the enemies of their country cannot be their 
friends. They have enough sense of history to grasp that 
the PKK has no worthwhile future to promise them. 
These are some of the reasons why the PKK and those 
who are behind it have failed in their persistent provo- 
cations to create rifts in the rich social fabric of Turkey 
along ethnic lines or otherwise. Those who need further 
evidence that the PKK is in no way representative of the 
Kurdish speaking population of Turkey may wish to 
remember that most of the civilian victims of PKK 
massacres (thousands since 1984) are from among the 
same group who, in its vast majority, refuses to support 
the organisation. 
What is not less important is that the quasi-entirety of 
the Turkish people—regardiess of their ethnic origins 
and political affiliations—also realise that circumstances 
created by PKK terrorism and the effective counter- 
measures that it necessitates adversely affect the govern- 
ment's efforts to address the social, economic and cul- 
tural issues on Turkey's agenda. And, this is one of the 
very important reasons why the resolve of the Turkish 
government to break the back of PKK terrorism enjoys 
the firm support of the peopie. 
Turkey has sufficient self-confidence and will-power to 
raise with determination to the massive and sophisti- 
cated terrorist challenge directed at its very existence 
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and the well-being of its people. We look to our friends 
for support in this legitimate undertaking. 


I trust these clarifications will be found useful by those 
who are sincere in their wish to understand better the 
facts surrounding Turkey's struggle against the deadliest 
terrorist organisation of our times and the compelling 
reasons behind the Turkish military operation against 
PKK bases in northern Iraq. It would be worthwhile to 
note, in this context, that the most recent “achievement” 
of the PKK was the assassination (April 5) near Dahuk, 
of three personnel of the Turkish Red Crescent convoy 
carrying humanitarian relief aid to the civilian popula- 
tion of northern Iraq and of four Iraqi Kurdish guards 
provided by the regional authorities to ensure the safety 
of the convoy. As for those who may have their own 
reasons to refuse to comprehend the true nature of 
developments, they might at least display the intellectual 
integrity not to envelop their Turkey-bashing with lofty 
values and fundamental norms of civilized conduct, 
which are in stark contrast with the PKK and everything 
that it represents. 


[signed] Mehmet Ali Irtemclik, Ambassador of Turkey, 
Amman 


Brussels Meeting Causes Rift 


7TA0904 181195 London Kanal-6 Television in Turkish 
1600 GMT 9 Apr 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Another crisis in the relations 
between Turkey and the West: Deputy Prime Minister 
Hikmet Cetin has canceled a planned visit to Europe— 
where he was going to talk about Operation Steel— 
because the Kurdish parliament is going to convene in 
Brussels. 


Cetin who explained the reasons for Operation Steel to 
British officials in London last week, was scheduled to go 
to Brussels on Tuesday, and to go to Amsterdam from 
there. However, this visit has been abandoned because 
the Belgian Government has allowed the Kurdish parlia- 
ment-in-exile to convene in Brussels on Wednesday, 12 
April. Earlier, Turkey had warned all its allies not to 
allow the Kurdish parliament-in-exile—which it 
declared illegal—to convene on their territory. The can- 
cellation of Cetin’s visit in the wake of the Western 
reaction to Operation Steel is being seen as the start of a 
new period of tension. 


Ocalan, Inonu Interviewed 


NC1004095595 Paris AFP in English 0904 GMT 
10 Apr 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Beirut, April 10 (AFP)}—The 
leader of separatist Turkish Kurds called Monday [10 
April] for a political settlement with Ankara as Turkey's 
military operation to crush rebel PKK fighters in 
northern Iraq entered its fourth week. 


Abdullah Ocalan, leader of the Kurdistan Workers’ Party 
(PKK), said the two sides would have to find a political 
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solution to the Kurdish question after the “failure of 
Turkey's invasion” into northern Iraq, launched on 
March 20. 

In an interview with the Lebanese daily newspaper 
AL-NAHAR, he said: “We have been calling for such a 
solution for a long time and we are ready to work for a 
political settlement.” 


He said Kurdish separatists would shortly be setting up a 
parliament-in-exile, which the newspaper said was likely 
to begin sitting in a European capital on April 12. 
Ocalan said members of the Kurdistan Democratic Party 
(KDP), the Iraqi Kurdish party led by Mas'ud Barzani, 
were helping Turkish forces in northern Iraq but the rival 
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) was adopting a 
neutral stance. 


A statement from the PKK military wing sent to AFP in 
Ankara Sunday put the number of Turkish killed in 
northern Iraq at 460, with Kurdish losses at 1! 13. 


But the Turkish army command centre at Diyarbakir 
my Sunday 399 PKK rebels had been killed since March 


Ocalan denied receiving aid from Middle East states 
such as Syria and Iran. 


“Turkey has signed security agreements with Damascus 
and Tehran, which have strengthened their border con- 
trols and restricted our freedom of movement,” he said. 


Turkey's Foreign Minister Erdal Inonu on Monday 
urged Damascus to prove it was not supporting the PKK 
and said Ankara knew, from press reports, that Ocalan 
was staying in Syria. 


In an interview with the London-based Arab daily news- 
paper AL- HAYAT, he said his country enjoyed good 
relations with Syria, which had closed PKK training 
camps there. 


The PKK has waged a bloody campaign against Ankara 
since 1984 to establish a separate Kurdish homeland in 
southeast Turkey. 


Ankara Concerned About New European Security 


NC0704210595 Ankara TURKISH DAILY NEWS in 
English 5 Apr 95 pp 1, A& 


[Report by Semih D. Idiz] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Ankara—As the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization (NATO) marks its 46th anniver- 
sary, Turkey, while remaining committed to the alliance 
and aware that its importance is growing, is nevertheless 
concerned that the debate about a “new security archi- 
tecture for Europe” may yet develop to its disadvantage. 
Turkey is aware that any new security architecture will 
entail an increasingly closer relationship between NATO 
and the European Union (EU), a development which 
Turkey also supports, according to ranking officials. 
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The fear, however, is that the “appeal” of this relation- 


architecture that may evolve in Europe. Germany 

to see the Eastern European countries of the former 
Warsaw Pact fully integrated with Europe through 
NATO and the EU, Sanberk pointed out, and he argued 
that any offer to these countries must not exceed the 
offer to Turkey. Talking to the TURKISH DAILY 
NEWS, Sanberk suggested that if early EU membership 
is in the cards for the Central and Eastern Europeans, 
then it must also be so for Turkey, which not only joined 
NATO in 1952, but which also has a much longer and 
deeper history of organic ties with the EU than these 
countries. “Of course, the customs union accord Ankara 
concluded with the EU provides a perspective for 
Turkey in terms of full membership,” Sanberk said. 


“But if the Eastern European countries are offered an 
important role in the European security architecture, 
which involves NATO as well as EU membership, then 
Turkey's role must not be placed behind these coun- 
tries,” he added. 


Sanberk said that the principle goal of NATO remains 
the securing of stability in Europe and said that this 
stability is also essential for Turkey. 


Ankara also understood, he said, that this goal entailed 
the deepening of ties between NATO and the EU as well 
as the promotion of security in Central Europe, which 
meant the integration of the former Warsaw pact coun- 
tries into the framework of European security. 


“We are not opposed to the notion of expansion. But we 
do not want this to be to the disadvantage of Turkey,” 
Sanberk said, indicating that by “expansion” in this 
sense he was referring to Europe and all its organiza- 
tions, whether NATO, the EU or the Western European 
Union (WEUV). 


On the question of NATO expansion in particular San- 
berk said that the acceptance of new members into the 
alliance was not an aim of itself but merely a means by 
which stability is spread east and south of the alliance. 


“Therefore expansion, especially in terms of timing, 
must be accomplished in a manner that does not lead to 
instability. It must be seen that there is now a dilemma: 
The offering of membership to a small number of 
countries will lead the rest to feel they have been 
neglected,” he said. 


“On the other hand, the acceptance of a large number of 
countries into the alliance may lead to perceptions of a 
new division in Europe,” Sanberk added, clearly making 
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an indirect reference to Russian sensitivities which have 
resurfaced in recent days yet again. 


“Therefore the alliance has to keep all these factors in 
mind and proceed with great caution,” he added. 


Speaking about Russia, Sanberk indicated that the 
notion of NATO expansion was causing concern in 
Moscow and said this subject “had to be managed in a 
manner that prevented exploitation by extreme cle- 
ments,” clearly meaning the growing anti-Western back- 
lash among elements of Russian society. “This should 
not, however, be perceived as meaning that a third party 
has been given the right of veto over the idea of an 
expansion of NATO,” Sanberk added. 


Indicating that NATO today should not be considered an 
alliance against Russia, he highlighted the “reinforced 
relationship” the alliance was seeking with this country 
within the parameters of the Partnership for Peace 
arrangement. Sanberk did concede that its concerns 
about the expansion of NATO were preventing Moscow 
from breathing iife into this relationship. 

“On the other hand, it is unimaginable that the NATO- 
Russia relationship should not be affected as a result of 
developments like those in Chechnya. Russia has to act 
according to the stipulations of the Code of Conduct 
which it signed only last December,” he said. 


Lauding NATO, Sanberk recalled that Turkey has been a 
member of the alliance for 43 years and was a country 
which has made a significant contribution to the success 
of the alliance. Indicating that the dissolution of the 
Warsaw pact and the Soviet Union in 1991 is the greatest 
mark of the alliance’s success, Sanberk said that NATO 
is now going through a period of transformation. 


“The continuation of NATO in this way by means of a 
transformation reflects, above ail, the political will 
among member states to see it continue to function. It 
must also be noted above all that the United States has 
expressed its preference for continuing its political and 
strategic relationship with Europe through NATO,” he 
said. 


“In the meantime Ceniral and Eastern European coun- 
tries have also expressed their desire for integration with 
Western European institutions and are pushing for full 
membership in NATO,” he added. 


Sanberk went on to say it would become increasingly 
important for NATO to be able to play a role in coping 
with regional disputes because of its unique position as 
the only meaningful and operational military organiza- 
tion, within the context of the European security archi- 
tecture. This, Sanberk said is what perhaps made NATO 
far more important today than it ever was. He said that 
while the primary function of NATO remained the 
provision of security to its members according to Article 
Five of its charter, there were nevertheless risks today 
that fell outside the scope of this Article. 








This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners 




















> | TURKEY 


decisions in terms of NATO's new security needs,” 
Sanberk said. 


in line with our view of full membership in the EU,” 
Sanberk said. 

Touching on Turkish-Greek reiations within the broader 
European security structure, Sanberk said Turkey's full 
inclusion in this system would also be instrumental in 
overcoming the problems between the two countries. 


Rift With U.S., West Over Regional Policies 
Reported 


NC0804062095 Istanbul CUMHIIURIYET in Turkish 
6 Apr 95 p 8 


[Article by Erol Manisali, head of the Europe and Middle 
East Research Institute: ““Turkey Remained Alone in 
Northern Iraq”) 


{FBIS Translated Text] The existence of a Kurdish state 
in northern Iraq will constantly irritate and pressure 


towards the region. We should not be surprised if years 
from now Armenia becomes a full member of the EU. 
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The United States and Western Europe consider Greece, 
Israel, and Armenia as their natural extensions in the 
Caucasus and the Middle East. No matter how much the 
Western governments complain about these countries, 
the “socio—political” and “socio-economic” situation 
in the West favor them. As part of this long-term policy 
[of the West}, Turkey is being asked to pay the heaviest 
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opportunity for them to direct and control Iran, Turkey, 
Syria, and Baghdad. In addition, such a trump card will 
—*——— — — — in terms of controlling a 


an important bridgehead in any possible plan to change 
certain borders on the eastern Mediterranean-Caucasian 


Gulf, interest in Azerbaijan's Caspian oil plays a pre- 
dominant role in U.S. policy. 


In view of these points, the formation of an independent 
state in northern Iraq would bring huge benefits to the 
United States and some West European countries. They 
intend to control the oil producing region (Persian 
Gulf-Caspian axis), supervise the regional countries in 
general, and prevent cooperation between them, and the 
Armenian and Israeli factors prompt “the West to use 
such an important trump card.” 


U.S. policies on the Middle East and Caucasus are being 
gradually merged into one single entity. The old concept 
of the Middle East is undergoing change and attention is 
now being shifted to the Persian Gulf-Caspian axis as a 
requirement of U.S. policy on the oil pipeline. This axis 
will slowly extend over Turkmenistan and Kazakhstan. 
In the final loop, the need could also arise to include the 
Russian Federation among the pro-Western forces. 


EU Trusteeship 


A Turkey brought into the orbit of Europe by a mere 
customs union without full membership would greatly 
enable Europe and the United States—-notwithstanding 
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the rivalry between them—to implement the West's 
policies in the eastern Mediterranean-Caspian Sea axis. 
The customs union agreement signed on 6 March 1995 is 
one that puts Turkey under EU’s trusteeship. Adding 
this agreement to these points, we would see the impor- 
tance the West attaches to its policies in the region. 


The presence of important elements in the policies of the 
United States and Eurvve incongruent with Turkey's 
national interests are fraugi:t with developments that are 
putting Turkey under pressure. Foremost among these 
are the establishment of an independent administration 
in northern Iraq and the West's policy towards Armenia. 
These two factors are incompatible with Turkey's 
national interests. An independent administration (or 
state) in northern Iraq poses the same danger for Iran 
and Syria. The influence of the northern Iraqi adminis- 
tration on Baghdad is already obvious. Turkey's inability 
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to forge cooperation with Iran, Syria, and Baghdad in the 
face of these developments is linked to the other prob- 
lems existing in the region. Prominent among them are 
the radical administration in Iran and the water problem 
with Syria. Notwithstanding this, on the long term 
Turkey is obliged to forge cooperation with Iran, Bagh- 
dad, and Syria “on the lowest common denominator.” 
Otherwise, the regional countries will suffer most from 
the policies of the United States an some West European 
countries. 


The latest operation in northern Iraq sprang from Tur- 
key’s desire to halt the developments in northern Iraq 
alone. The lack of cooperation among the regional coun- 
tries has left Turkey isolated. Lack of cooperation 
between the regional countries also would greatly harm 
the other regional countries in the future. 
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